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1. Executive summary 

 

1.1 This report considers developments relating to the arrest and detention of children by the Israeli 

military in the West Bank in 2020 and 2021 (reporting period). In addition to reviewing relevant 

legal and procedural changes in the system the report considers the findings from 102 

testimonies collected from children detained during 2020. The report also includes a 

comparative graph tracking 13 issues of concern since 2013 based on 897 testimonies (page 16). 

 

1.2 In 2020, there was a 17 percent decline in the monthly average number of children detained and 

some improvement was recorded in one out of the 13 issues of concern (8 percent) tracked and 

recorded by MCW in the comparative graph. Twelve issues recorded a deterioration during the 

reporting period (92 percent).  

 

1.3 While noting a number of positive developments in recent years, the evidence suggests that these 

have generally not translated into a significant substantive improvement in the treatment of 

children who come in contact with the system. The evidence also suggests that UNICEF's 2013 

conclusion that "the ill-treatment of children who come in contact with the military detention 

system appears to be widespread, systematic and institutionalized" is still valid in 2021.  

 

1.4 The evidence discloses that during the reporting period many children continue to be arrested in 

night-time military raids on their homes; tied and blindfolded; transferred to an interrogation 

centre on the floor of military vehicles; experience some physical and verbal abuse as well as 

threats; and continue to be questioned without prior access to a lawyer or being informed of their 

right to silence – as required under Israeli military law.  

 

1.5 Data from the Israeli Prison Service (IPS) confirms that during the reporting period the practice 

of forcibly transferring Palestinian children out of the West Bank and unlawfully detaining them 

in prisons inside Israel in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Rome Statute of 

the International Criminal Court continued as part of a systematic policy. Since the Office of the 

Prosecutor of the ICC initiated a preliminary examination into Palestine in January 2015, 

between 1,800 and 3,700 children have been forcibly transferred and/or unlawfully detained.1 

 

1.6 Finally, as in previous years, the evidence suggests a strong geographic link between illegal 

Israeli West Bank settlements (and their associated infrastructure and road networks) and the 

military detention of children living nearby.  In 2020, the children who were detained, lived on 

average, within 800 metres of a West Bank settlement built in violation of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention - the same Convention relied on by the military authorities to justify prosecuting the 

same children in military courts. 

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 This year marks 54 years since the imposition of Israeli military law in the West Bank and the 

establishment of military courts for the prosecution of Palestinian civilians, including children 

aged 12-17 years inclusive. During this period UN estimates and data from the military 

authorities suggest approximately 817,000 Palestinians have been "imprisoned",2 of which about 

4 percent were children (33,000).3 Available evidence suggests that around 617,000 of those 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/MILITARY%20COURT%20BRIEFING%20NOTE-JUNE%202019.pdf
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detained, including 27,000 children, were indicted and prosecuted in the military courts, 

although it is difficult to obtain reliable and constant data covering the entire period.4  

 

2.2 Since its inception, the military detention system has been plagued by reports of systematic abuse 

and denial of legal rights guaranteed under applicable law. Concerns have been raised by UN 

General-Secretaries, UN agencies, the US State Department, members of the US Congress, the 

EU, UK, Norway, the Netherlands and Australia, independent lawyers, as well as Palestinian, 

Israeli and international organisations, among others.5 

 

2.3 In 2012, a delegation of independent lawyers from the UK reviewed the military detention 

system in the West Bank. The Foreign Office funded report – Children in Military Custody (UK 

Report) – found undisputed evidence that the military detention system violated at least six 

articles under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and two articles under the Fourth 

Geneva Convention.6 The following year, UNICEF published the report - Children in Israeli 

Military Detention (UNICEF Report) - which concluded that "the ill-treatment of children who 

come in contact with the military detention system appears to be widespread, systematic and 

institutionalised throughout the process."  

 

2.4 Following the publication of these reports the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that 

it would "study the conclusions and work to implement them through on-going co-operation with 

UNICEF". During the intervening years there have been a number of legal, procedural and 

administrative developments in the system relevant to the treatment of children including, but 

not limited to, the following:  

 

(i) A new military order reducing the period of time within which a child must be brought 

before a military judge following arrest;7 

 

(ii) The introduction of a form notifying parents of the reason for a child's arrest and place 

of detention;  

 

(iii) Re-issuance of the military's standard operating procedures for the arrest of minors to all 

military units serving in the West Bank including a reminder of the prohibition against 

physical and verbal abuse and procedures for restraining children;  

 

(iv) The introduction of a form notifying children of their legal rights in custody including 

the right to silence and the right to consult with a lawyer;  

 

(v) The introduction of a pilot scheme to use summonses in lieu of arresting children at night; 

and 

 

(vi) The discretion to order social welfare reports at remand hearings in the military courts.  

 

 

2.5 Based on developments up to August 2021, and the evidence collected during the reporting 

period, this report considers whether the introduction of these, and other changes, by the military 

authorities have materially improved the conditions for child detainees.  

 

http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/A_A_A_Q_%20-%20Arrest%20Document-Concealed.jpg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nagwaMprMba442215AQQmEv3jOf9
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3. Detention figures 

 

3.1 According to data provided by the Israeli Prison Service (IPS), the monthly average number of 

children held in military detention in 2020 was 165, representing a 17 percent decline compared 

with the previous year. During the reporting period average child detention rates fell to their 

lowest levels since at least 2008. According to the most recent data published by the IPS, 170 

children were held in military detention at the end of June 2021. 

 

3.2 In October 2020, the IPS ceased publishing monthly data on Palestinians held in military 

detention, instead opting to publish less detailed information on a quarterly basis. The new 

method for publishing statistics does not include an age breakdown for children and if less than 

five children are held in a particular category (e.g. administrative detention) then no details other 

than "less than 5" are reported. This development is currently the subject of court proceedings.8   

 

3.3 All of the children detained in 2020 were males and during the first six months of 2021, no girls 

were detained. It is no longer possible to determine whether any children under 14 are in IPS 

detention from the data published. The latest data released by the IPS for June 2021 includes 

"less than 5 children" held without charge or trial in administrative detention (possibly 1- 4 

children). The age breakdown for children in detention for the previous 9 years is as follows: 

 

 

Age 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

12-13 years  1% 0%  1%  1% 1%  1%  1%  1% n/a 

14-15 years 16% 12% 19% 24% 20% 22% 17% 13% n/a 

16-17 years 84% 88% 81% 75% 79% 78% 83% 87% n/a 

 

 

 

3.4 The lack of detail and regularity in the data released by the authorities makes it difficult to 

ascertain with precision the total number of children detained each year. Based on the official 

data that is available, approximately 800 children were arrested each year between 2013 and 

2015, of which 500 were prosecuted in the military courts. A further 350 children were detained 

for periods of less than 6 hours, as provided for under military law. No accurate official data has 

been published for 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 or 2020.9  

 

 

Year Short detention (3-6 hrs) Arrested (Indicted) Total 

201310 349 655 (465) 1,004 

201411 n/a 861 (499) n/a 

201512 n/a 871 (540) n/a 

Average 349 796  (501) 1,004 

 

 

3.5 The following table summarizes how the 102 cases documented by MCW in 2020 were dealt 

with by the military authorities and courts. 

 

 

https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/generalpage/hofesh_meida/he/028_דוח_חופש_מידע_חודשי_-_גרסת_אפריל_2021%20(6).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iz63ezSbG7a11412A1qkQJHcUuf
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Issue Average detention / sentence Total 

Released without charge 3 days 4% 

Administrative detention 12 months 1% 

Indicted 

Released on bail 80 days 3% 

Sentenced 
6 months in 

prison 

NIS 2,000 

fine 

11 months 

suspended13 
92% 

Total 100 

 

 

3.6 Official data relating to the monthly average number of Palestinian children detained by the 

military authorities and held in IPS prisons between 2008-2021 is presented in the following 

graph. Note that it is not possible to ascertain from this data the total number of children held in 

in IPS facilities each year and it does not include short detentions of less than 6 hours, which 

accounted for 35 percent of all cases in 2013. However, this data does provide an indication of 

general trends.14 Generally speaking detention rates fluctuate depending on prevailing tensions. 

 

 

 
 

 

4. Current evidence of issues of concern 

 

4.1 As part of MCW's monitoring programme, a number of issues of concern relating to the treatment 

of children in detention are tracked by reference to recent evidence. It should be noted that in 

each case children reported multiple violations across a range of issues. Twelve complete 

testimonies, one for each month in 2020, are included at the end of this report (Annexure A). 

Based on 102 testimonies collected from children detained in the West Bank in 2020, the 

evidence indicates as follows:  

 

 (i) Night arrests – 50 percent of children reported being arrested by the military at night 

between the hours of 22:00 and 05:00. This compares with 51 percent at the time 

UNICEF issued its report in 2013. Night arrest operations tend to intimidate targeted 
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communities and children report being "shocked" or “terrified” when confronted with 

heavily armed soldiers in their homes or bedrooms. This sense of fear only increases in 

cases where the front door is broken in or blown open using explosives. In some cases 

houses are searched and property damaged. During the reporting period four Israeli 

organisations published two reports highlighting the devastating impact Israeli military 

night raids have on the Palestinian civilian population: A Life Exposed; and Under Cover 

of Darkness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(ii) Summons in lieu of night arrests – 1 percent of children reported being served with a 

written summons. A pilot scheme to issue summonses in lieu of night arrests was 

introduced in 2014. The scheme’s introduction followed widespread criticism of the 

practice of detaining children at night. During the reporting period the pilot scheme was 

largely defunct and according to the military authorities no records were maintained 

making any internal assessment impossible, thus casting doubt on the bona fides of the 

scheme's implementation. On 1 August 2021, the military authorities stated that they 

have introduced new procedures for summonsing children in lieu of night arrests. While 

the procedures remain classified, the authorities have indicated that summonses will not 

be used if: 

 

(a)  The child is wanted for interrogation by an agency other than the police; or 

(b) The child is suspected of a "severe offence" (undefined) or has a record of 

committing "severe offences". 

 

MCW will monitor the situation but experience suggests that most children will fall 

within the exclusions and will continue to be arrested at night.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(iii) Written notification of arrest – In 53 percent of cases where children were arrested 

from home it was reported that no written notification of the reasons for arrest or place 

of detention were provided. This is despite the military informing UNICEF in April 2013 

that a standard form written in Arabic and Hebrew must be given to parents of children 

arrested at home in every case (Arabic/English). In cases where written notification was 

“I woke up when an Israeli soldier kicked me in the head while I was sleeping in my 

bed. It was around 2:00 a.m. I did not hear the soldiers enter our home. I was shocked 

to see soldiers in my bedroom." 

 

M.N.N.B. (15 years) – Al' Arrub refugee camp, West Bank – 29 January 2020 

"The commander scribbled something in Hebrew on a piece of paper and gave it to 

me and told me to come to the police station at 6:00 a.m. The commander told my 

father if I did not show up at 6:00 a.m. he would come back and destroy our house."  

 

R.Y.M.S. (15 years) – Hebron, West Bank – 31 August 2020 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=bfpNZwHoTba1553934AxXldnGQ2u8
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ebzgiH8a6ua1422696ApKcjh22EwR
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=IDnihZ4w5ya1549179Aag677MzZ2T
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nTaFWtc1Zva1527306AOiqXbO7xKl
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kTiZISsPQHa1523502ABSse49mrWL
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vlbMUs6nuYa1430304A2NnxtLu8mV
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files.yesh-din.org/Exposed_Life_2020/Exposed_Life_ENG.pdf
http://www.hamoked.org/files/1664670_eng.pdf
http://www.hamoked.org/files/1664670_eng.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=XDbMfd00GLa259623A4xECV6HLH0
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jun/26/israel-palestinian-children-injustice
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=yqaP581YkSa1492119ADDquwTcogB
http://www.hamoked.org/files/1664670_eng.pdf
http://www.hamoked.org/Document.aspx?dID=Updates2254
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/Children%20in%20Israeli%20Military%20-%20Bulletin%20No_%202.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/064.jpg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/ARREST%20NOTIFICATION%20FORM%20(ENGLISH).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=KtDxyX9SKta1436961ARW9tu0nlLx
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nQw9i66ScUa1484511AasOYDR5k0r
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provided to parents it was reported that in 67 percent of cases the details were 

handwritten in Hebrew The printed forms used to notify parents still provide no 

information about the child’s legal rights while in custody. (Annexure B). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(iv) Hand ties – 99 percent of children reported being hand tied upon arrest. This compares 

with 96 percent at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. The ties are often described 

as “painful”; “very tight and painful” or “severely painful” and in some cases cut wrists, 

cause swelling and/or cause hands to turn blue. Complaints from the child are generally 

ignored. In 90 percent of cases where children were restrained the evidence indicates 

non-compliance with the military’s own Standard Operating Procedures for the use of 

hand ties introduced in 2010 following a petition to Israel’s High Court of Justice.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(v) Blindfolds – 94 percent of children reported being blindfolded or hooded upon arrest. 

This compares with 81 percent at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. UNICEF 

recommended that this practice be prohibited in all circumstances involving children. 

The evidence suggests that blindfolding children does effectively “soften them up” for 

interrogation making it easier to obtain confessions. In August 2019, lawyers for the 

military authorities informed Israel’s High Court “that military orders and regulations 

forbid blindfolding of detainees, and action to clarify the rules has been taken and will 

continue to be taken on a continuous basis.” This statement cannot be reconciled with 

the evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I woke up at around 3:30 a.m. with six Israeli soldiers looking down at me. The 

soldiers took my father aside, spoke to him and then came back to my bedroom and 

told me I was under arrest. Then they showed my father a document filled out in 

Hebrew with details about my arrest. They made him sign it and took it away." 

 

D.E.J.S. (15 years) – Beit Ummar, West Bank – 27 December 2020 

“Two soldiers grabbed me and pushed me down to the ground and beat me with the 

back of their guns. They also swore at me and kicked me very hard. Then one of them 

tied my hands behind my back with two plastic ties and tightened them very hard. I 

was in severe pain and felt my left wrist was badly damaged." 

 

M.M.A.H. (16 years) – Beit El, 11 November 2020 

 

‘, West Bank – 28 March 2018 

 

“Israeli soldiers raided our home at 2 A.M. ... They took me outside the house in a 

hurry and did not give me time to put my clothes on. Outside the house they 

blindfolded me and tied my hands to the back. The ties were very tight and painful 

and left marks on my wrists for a long time. Then I was led to my friends’ houses and 

they were arrested too. On the way a soldier beat me on my back and shoulder." 

 

T.I.H.D. (14 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 16 February 2020 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nqmSnMjkFua1510188AhT59CojAsz
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lyB5rtz20la1544424Aa16T5wSk3v
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kxcLN1GR1Ta1491168AptmFTP0A7o
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4pNI2Vm1R3a1499727ArieVqiOQ78
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=80YyNRhVmQa1543473As3NJyJ59v7
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=cemkK4mNxsa1554885AELK7951uyU
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=MldnHpEI7ha1498776AEcG9anYdAW
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=8Ok49jHpzCa442215AfWJJdi04b5
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israeli-army-forced-to-admit-blindfolding-detained-palestinians-is-against-protocol-1.7680631
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=idQhSj8hcla1549179AHUGvJfjIQ6
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Hf2XP8YURBa1525404AEpVtEo7Kj3
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=tvqjNEgByxa1472148AItdlosOMlI
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(vi) Floor transfer – 58 percent of children reported being transported on the metal floor of 

military vehicles from the place of arrest to an interrogation centre. This compares with 

45 percent at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. The evidence indicates that 

children are sometimes placed on the floor because there are no available seats, while on 

other occasions it appears that seats are available. Once on the floor children are 

sometimes pushed, kicked, slapped, spat on, thrown on top of other detainees, verbally 

abused and/or humiliated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(vii) Verbal abuse – 61 percent of children reported being subjected to verbal abuse during 

arrest, transfer and/or interrogation. This compares with 49 percent at the time UNICEF 

issued its report in 2013. The majority of the abuse is either directed towards the child’s 

mother and sister, or the child’s religion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(viii) Physical abuse – 73 percent of children reported being subjected to various forms of 

physical abuse during arrest, transfer and/or interrogation. This compares with 60 percent 

at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. During 2020, reports of physical abuse 

reached their highest levels since 2013. The types of reported abuse include: punching; 

slapping; kicking; striking with objects, such as guns; banging heads against objects, 

such as vehicle doors; punching pre-existing injuries from surgery; sexual assault; and 

tasering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was woken up at 4 A.M. ... Inside the jeep a soldier punched me hard on the nose 

which started to bleed. I was in severe pain. Then the jeep drove to the police station 

in Etzion settlement where I was left out in the cold until around 8:00 A.M. Then I 

was taken for interrogation." 

 

M.H.I.D. (17 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 15 February 2020 

"The soldiers then took me to the back of one of the jeeps and made me sit on the 

metal floor. I was very uncomfortable and my legs became numb." 

 

M.A.A.A. (16 years) – Al' Arrub refugee camp – 29 November 2020 

 

“Later I was put in the back of a troop carrier where I was blindfolded and made to 

sit on the metal floor. Inside the troop carrier soldiers pushed me around and called 

me "a dirty fucker". I was taken to the police station in Etzion settlement where I was 

left in a shipping container for about four hours." 

 

R.H.A.D. (17 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 18 January 2020 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lcMoVk8FQZa1554885AU168GWi1xJ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ktxluryzfUa1542522ANcnLicTETL
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6ROXP9ULkca1552032AryfiuXYyZs
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=1bdAWdhCuva1547277AlYPF3BSYbG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=xM1aNt74Spa1512090AZU8jdfd2ue
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=MHjnX4nVpMa1543473A4rCaJW1sVQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ftAykl9hT5a1546326AuRx7zzKJFF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ftAykl9hT5a1546326AuRx7zzKJFF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ehd5rLugESa1552983AvG32nNfXX2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=OzSOnP9Ycja1466442AojPT0TejDx
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=54lvUbveK8a1476903ATKxGc9s0oq
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=dZdC8jfLixa1457883A8VWFTscR41
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=19bfzWD6H7a1453128AQAEdHbccOh
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Rx6Q0ljwdya1431255A4SGDBSEb3k
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=oNVagaLwaba1553934A0ML7fHOfpr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6OjwwfcFSBa1554885AgTUf7WPaQG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6OjwwfcFSBa1554885AgTUf7WPaQG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=r2Xc4oIl0wa1489266AL8Q7LlfWbW
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4slhaFOuoya1509237AAQWmfiSg1N
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=t6z2ELxIKia1504482AtsuH8JVKe6
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(ix) Threats – 77 percent of children reported being subjected to threats during arrest, 

transfer and/or interrogation. This compares with 47 percent at the time UNICEF issued 

its report in 2013. During 2020, reports of threats reached their highest levels since 2013. 

Threats are most commonly used during interrogation to obtain a confession and are 

frequently mixed with shouting and aggressive behavior. The types of threats reported 

include: revoking family work permits; physical violence; arresting other family 

members; raping family members; tasering; death threats; "if you do not cooperate you 

will not go home"; "you will be locked in a small cell"; long-term detention; life 

imprisonment; subjected to "30-days of harsh interrogation"; solitary confinement; 

administrative detention; and home demolition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(x) Excessive exposure to the elements and general neglect - As in previous years, the 

journey from the place of arrest to the interrogation room (usually located in a West Bank 

settlement) is often indirect involving stops at military watchtowers, bases and smaller 

settlements throughout the West Bank. Accordingly, the journey to interrogation can take 

many hours. During this time children frequently report being left tied and blindfolded 

in shipping containers or left outside for extended periods exposed to the elements. Some 

children report being treated with dignity, but in many cases, children report abuse, sleep 

deprivation, humiliation, lack of food and water, and limited access to toilets. The result 

is that most children arrive in the interrogation room in a state of physical and mental 

exhaustion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xi) Strip searched – 75 percent of children reported being strip searched on arrival at a 

detention centre. Some children report having to “crouch up and down naked” while 

“There was loud banging at our front door at 1:30 a.m. About 20 soldiers entered 

our home ... The soldiers took me outside and walked me towards the nearby 

settlement of Karmi Zur. At the entrance to the settlement a soldier blindfolded me. I 

was taken to a shipping container where I was left for about 4 hours. Every time I 

fell asleep a soldier slapped me. At around 6:00 a.m. I was taken to the back of a 

jeep where I sat on the metal floor between the soldiers’ feet. The jeep drove me to 

the police station in Etzion settlement. Then I was taken to a cell where I remained 

until around 2:30 p.m. I was then transferred to Ashkelon detention centre, inside 

Israel, for interrogation." 

 

K.A.A.A. (17 years) – Beit Ummar, West Bank – 13 January 2020 

“The interrogator removed the ties and the blindfold and told me I was a trouble 

maker. He did not allow me to speak to a lawyer and did not inform me of my right 

to remain silent ... Then he threatened to arrest my brother and the rest of my family 

and destroy our house if I did not confess. He questioned me on and off over 3 hours." 

 

R.H.A.D. (17 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 18 January 2020 

 

 

M.S.M.H. (13 years) – Bethlehem, West Bank – 11 September 2019 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=isafekepk3a1543473AVyzHlOV6Pf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=KniyLyQSNka1485462AWXxphSASGY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=G100HIbL8aa1554885AloVqjPIlu5
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fyAGPst8Yma1509237A8WQtNyJZNE
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gvVPr5MNTya1465491Ab5EnbEjR1M
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gvVPr5MNTya1465491Ab5EnbEjR1M
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=3AfGPVmELNa1496874AVWBD1UzY9w
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=oUbtkWZBU8a1525404A5ixmxH1SWd
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=xqdJ2Yqhoga1550130AEQlR83PA4W
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6yadPTP7Moa1546326AO5LqTeDZvF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6yadPTP7Moa1546326AO5LqTeDZvF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=rifDNGcWxJa1548228ANr7Dj0A76B
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=amxx74doVea1459785AwPzm1LqKlM
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=bApVQOTGgba1456932Ab0XRZcxRjn
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=bApVQOTGgba1456932Ab0XRZcxRjn
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=l404PYVJ2Ga1541571A7PvXNpZNV3
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=cXucwVluAMa1532061Asa8R42XxAQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4lGLqLvjz1a1498776ASd7RSQJLdW
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vlG7c3BJrma1504482AygkIqcaAK8
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ufGTGgR7o0a1432206AGxG1xXF72v
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=5ZGjsevY6aa1473099A2smOFHJq0D
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Tb7d31dVlsa1456932Ajc7EgqsX1V
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Tb7d31dVlsa1456932Ajc7EgqsX1V
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=1TqXVgbhtxa1524453AKtWAw9kuPg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=UmACty2bJra1486413A0VfX8oEwrV
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gcZSWesY2Ta1453128Aoj83j3V5nn
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=aQhXbuxhxJa1457883AccSDDJs5zE
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=1DTfYAOJwfa1496874AH0RpWjRDFD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=rLgNjQJE1Fa1491168AOCkcyzDchd
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=79hlmX5CHia1476903Ats7G3dfUMv
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=79hlmX5CHia1476903Ats7G3dfUMv
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=FvwTigAJkRa1543473AQYeg5yHALY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=pPz9S11e7ca1464540AGMJTlDhcV6
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=SZldH3RxFKa1542522AuOmTabYkbo
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4v954q5cLCa1482609ABNNX3yxEbw
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=f2XlYL1uzna1420794AxUdXv7LL01
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lbYZJwBN9ia1422696AAVBr45tmMT
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vlG7c3BJrma1504482AygkIqcaAK8
At%20the%20base%20I%20was%20examined%20by%20a%20doctor.%20He%20examined%20me%20without%20removing%20the%20tie%20or%20the%20blindfold.%20I%20waited%20many%20hours%20before%20I%20was%20taken%20to%20the%20police%20station%20in%20Etzion%20settlement%20for%20interrogation.%20During%20this%20time%20I%20could%20hear%20soldiers%20cock%20their%20guns%20and%20say
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being searched. Unsurprisingly, many children find this procedure humiliating. The 

military and prison authorities continue to disregard UNICEF’s recommendations as to 

how these searches should be conducted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xii) Accompanied by a parent – No child reported being accompanied by a parent or 

guardian throughout their interrogation. This compares with 4 percent at the time 

UNICEF issued its report in 2013. While there is no legal right under Israeli military law 

for a parent to accompany a child during interrogation in security offences, the military 

authorities have acknowledged that there is a discretion to permit parents to be present.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xiii) Access to lawyers – 77 percent of children reported being denied access to a lawyer 

prior to questioning. This compares with 100 percent at the time UNICEF issued its 

report in 2013. Under Israeli military law a detainee has the right to consult with a lawyer 

prior to interrogation. There are exceptions but generally these do not apply to children. 

Although Israel's Supreme Court has identified this to be a fundamental right, it is only 

afforded to Palestinian children in 23 percent of cases.16 In cases where a child does 

consult with a lawyer prior to interrogation, this usually amounts to a brief phone 

conversation of less than one-minute duration while the interrogator listens on speaker 

phone. Many children report only being informed of the right half-way through or at the 

conclusion of the interrogation when some children are asked to sign a document stating 

they have been informed of their rights. A few children continue to report being 

suspicious of the "lawyer" on the phone. In 2020, MCW documented one case where a 

child physically met with a lawyer prior to interrogation.  

 

“The following morning I went to the police station with my father as ordered. We 

arrived at around 9:00 a.m. The guard told my father to go home and I was taken 

inside the police station where they shackled and handcuffed me." 

 

A.M.M.S. (17 years) – Kiryat Arba settlement, West Bank – 21 September 2020 

“I was taken to the police station in Etzion settlement. I arrived there at around 5:30 

a.m. I was left on the ground in an open area until around 11:00 a.m. then I was strip 

searched and taken to a cell. The soldier who searched me asked me to walk and 

crouch up and down while I was naked and I was embarrassed.   

 

I.Y.M.J. (15 years) – Al' Arrub refugee camp, West Bank – 8 October 2020 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=PmffkzSCsXa469794AqrZXV7DDk0
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ATfYr12Voma1554885AyCCJagKTsx
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ATfYr12Voma1554885AyCCJagKTsx
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=i3y12iXARGa1556787AGLrecahvOI
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kJcsMymzwTa1465491AonlBssdKC2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=mJkRdivOrGa1459785AmXSZqtKFr0
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=eR6pUAwWaaa1434108AsslM0R673V
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=FYgoeT2NvPa1546326AaLwmereQQf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J4nuf35fcha1524453AXTaijnYkLr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=2xp5rnbeYPa1483560AuMA89r8bWi
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=z2pKsuys3Oa1546326AqtbA3OMXsz
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(xiv) Right to silence – 92 percent of children reported not being informed of their right to 

silence under Israeli military law. This compares with 96 percent at the time UNICEF 

issued its report in 2013. As in previous years most children are not informed of the right 

and told they must confess. In other cases children are informed of their right to silence 

but threatened if they consider exercising the right. In other cases children are informed 

of the right but the statement is then immediately qualified with comments such as "but 

the judge will not be happy". In some cases children are only informed of the right at the 

conclusion of the interrogation and then told to sign a document. A copy of a document 

(Arabic) provided to children during some interrogations regarding their legal rights is 

included in Annexure C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xv) Solitary confinement – 17 percent of children reported being held in solitary 

confinement ranging in periods from 2–30 days. This compares with 8 percent in 2019. 

All of these children were held in solitary confinement as part of the interrogation 

process. Children have reported being held in solitary confinement primarily at Al Jalama 

interrogation near Haifa, Petah Tikvah near Tel Aviv and Al Mascobiyeh police station 

in Jerusalem. Children held in solitary confinement describe being kept in small, 

windowless cells sometimes with a light on 24 hours a day. The children report a 

detrimental psychological impact from the experience and some engage in self-harm. In 

2013 UNICEF recommended that “in no circumstances whatsoever should a child be 

held in solitary confinement” while the UK Report noted that “to hold children routinely 

and for substantial periods in solitary confinement would, if it occurred, be capable of 

amounting to torture.” These statements are consistent with the position of the UN 

Special Rapporteur on torture.  

 

“The first interrogation was two days later. The interrogator asked me how I was 

and then told me I had the right to remain silent. He did not arrange for me to speak 

to a lawyer. In the beginning I decided to exercise my right to remain silent, but then 

the interrogator put so much pressure on me I could not maintain it. He yelled at me 

and told me to answer and to respond to his questions." 

 

S.M.D.J. (15 years) – Al Mascobiyeh police station, Jerusalem – 19 October 2020 

“The interrogator removed the ties and the blindfold. Then he handed me a phone 

and told me to speak to a lawyer. I did not understand what the lawyer was saying, 

maybe because he spoke broken Arabic. The interrogator was standing beside me 

and listened to the conversation which lasted less than a minute. Then, without 

informing me of my right to silence, the interrogator told me I had to confess just 

like my brother did." 

 

M.Z.S.A. (16 years) – Beit Ummar, West Bank – 16 December 2020 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=f3oLqmd216a1431255AktYqemuy7P
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nPkhU4JNCda1513041Acl40BUiT4k
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=EVOKP6Oi5Ta1442667ApvbdAtxb1E
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=EVOKP6Oi5Ta1442667ApvbdAtxb1E
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=UkSLcqlNU7a1445520AjRctMWzem0
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vQI4odciMia1500678AghAnfWxSEd
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=qV98MdnyoCa1452177AzQHYYkpmWI
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=9LAGkUeSDla1422696AbA2Tcb5rMm
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=B7YwgDNTuRa1490217APt7FwRptaZ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=yav67ojX3aa1473099AgNsZ2uNHeY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2011/10/392012-solitary-confinement-should-be-banned-most-cases-un-expert-says
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7PgRfyzIkga1553934AThHAfapYZr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=HGrdUucFu6a1555836A8BEct0O7Pw
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(xvi) Recruitment of child informants – Children are generally cautious about discussing 

attempts to recruit them as informants although some are forthcoming. It is difficult to 

estimate how widespread this issue is but estimates provided to MCW by families in 

towns and villages across the West Bank range from collaboration rates of 20-60 percent 

for adults and children. It should be noted that attempts to recruit children as informants 

potentially violates article 31 of the Fourth Geneva Convention and article 2 of the 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xvii) Documentation in Hebrew – 89 percent of children reported being shown, or made to 

sign, documentation written in Hebrew at some point during the investigation. This 

compares with 62 percent at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. While 

interrogations are conducted in Arabic, a written record is made in Hebrew which is then 

generally shown to the child for signature. Some children refuse to sign while others sign 

acknowledging that they have no idea about the contents of the document. Sometimes 

documentation is provided in both Arabic and Hebrew. In some cases children ask for 

documents to be translated - the evidence indicates that these requests are met with both 

positive and negative responses. Documentation provided at the time of arrest generally 

also includes handwritten information specific to that case written in Hebrew by the 

arresting officer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The soldier wanted to know what I was doing in the area and how old I was. He 

asked me if I wanted to collaborate with them. He told me I was a courageous boy. I 

told him I would never collaborate even if he stuck his gun to my head. Then he asked 

me if I wanted a cigarette and I told him I did not smoke." 

 

A.R.A.J. (14 years) – Nablus, West Bank – 11 June 2020 

 

“At the end of the interrogation I was shown documents in Hebrew and asked to sign 

them. I refused to sign something I did not understand. The interpreter got angry at 

me and pushed me aggressively and yelled at me telling me to sign and so I signed." 

 

S.T.F.S. (17 years) – Nablus, West Bank – 8 August 2020 

“I spent 37 days at Al Mascobiyeh, seven days of which I spent in a small cell 

underground by myself. The cell did not have any windows and I could not tell day 

from night. It had a bed made out of concrete. Time passed very slowly and I was in 

distress not knowing what was going to happen to me next. During those seven days I 

was interrogated daily. I did not speak to any lawyers and I was not informed of my 

right to silence. The interrogator wanted me to confess that my father possessed 

weapons." 

 

S.Z.S.A. (14 years) – Al Mascobiyeh, Jerusalem – 16 December 2020 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=TK6yJmohFxa1483560ALFoH2aYiAs
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=svuWShTnRza1473099AE8mk3czKcx
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=yUnqIo2ErTa1514943AhgbbgAjoQg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=AFy9hXL1dra1491168AZHDqIqmtrW
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=aAz01jBQCna1551081ADB9LXbsXwg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=dWIiiQihW1a1553934AoKjC37VdAY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=JoMdfqMSOwa1453128AW1dwX9N1aV
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=oRCa6xBT8xa1434108AILPVJReFm2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7yGKOyPAERa1554885AzP4OPENozI
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(xviii) Bail – In 97 percent of cases documented by MCW in 2020, children who were indicted 

in the military courts were denied bail and remanded in custody until the end of 

proceedings. By way of contrast, approximately 18 percent of children indicted in 

Israel’s civilian juvenile justice system are denied bail.17 The evidence indicates that 

children who are released on bail spend, on average, 80 days in prison prior to their 

release. 

 

(xix) Conviction rate – According to data obtained under a freedom of information 

application, 95 percent of children indicted in the military courts in 2015 were convicted. 

This compares with a conviction rate of 98 percent in 2014. At the time of writing MCW 

has been unable to obtain official data for 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 or 2020.18 In 2020, 

MCW did not document any cases where the child was acquitted following an 

evidentiary hearing.  

 

(xx) Administrative detention – In October 2015, the military authorities re-commenced 

issuing administrative detention orders for children following a four-year hiatus. The 

procedure provides for the detention of a person without charge or trial by order of a 

military commander. The UN Committee Against Torture has criticised the military’s 

use of this procedure which in certain circumstances can amount to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment. In 2020, an average of 2.1 children were held in 

administrative detention at any given time. Following changes made by the IPS in how 

it reports detention statistics in October 2020, the number of children held in 

administrative detention is now reported as "less than 5". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xxi) Education in prison - Education opportunities for Palestinian children inside IPS 

facilities remain limited. Where education is available, it is generally restricted to 

Arabic, Hebrew and mathematics, with a prohibition on teaching history, geography 

and the sciences based on “security considerations”. When education is available, it 

is insufficient to ensure the child’s smooth reintegration back into the Palestinian 

school system and children frequently drop-out of school upon their release.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I dropped out of school after my release in order to work and earn money to help 

pay back the money my parents borrowed to pay the fine." 

 

R.Y.M.S. (15 years) – Hebron – 31 August 2020 

 

“When my six-month detention was about to end and I was getting ready to go home 

I had another military court hearing and I was given another Administrative 

Detention order for six months. That was on 25 October 2020. I was devastated as I 

was looking forward to going home." 

 

F.H.S.U. (16 years) – Megiddo prison – 25 April 2020 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fefvg6U0GLa931029AaCtJu925We
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iz63ezSbG7a11412A1qkQJHcUuf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=OvH6Bt9bn4a1540620AdxRDBbadc5
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=pK2HALW4RIa1522551AQxcWqmEroH
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=1R2q5ootNea1484511A47dzwa2STb
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ztqSdW2FLva1527306AzXOj3tMLyR
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(xxii) Family visits in prison – Under IPS regulations children are entitled to a family visit (2 

persons) every 2 weeks of 45 minutes duration. Some family visits are denied on 

"security grounds" or because the bureaucracy for obtaining permits continues to take up 

to 2-3 months. In March 2020, all family visits to prisons were halted in response to the 

Corona virus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xxiii) Telephone communication in prison - Following the cancellation of family visits to 

prisons as a result of the Covid-19 virus, most prisons introduced monitored telephones 

which children could use to contact their parents. Depending on the prison, phone 

communication generally consists of a 10-minute call every two weeks. However, this 

can vary and some children report having less or no telephone communication while in 

prison.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Comparative graph - issues of concern (2013-2021) 

 

 

5.1 The following graph monitors progress across 13 issues of concern and is based on 897 

testimonies collected by MCW between 2013 and 2021 from multiple locations across the West 

Bank. Out of the 13 issues tracked by the graph in 2020, just 1 issue showed some improvement 

compared to the previous year (night arrests), while 12 issues showed some deterioration 

(summons, hand-ties, blindfolds, floor transfer, physical abuse, threats, verbal abuse, right to 

silence, access to lawyers, access to parents during interrogation, shown/made to sign documents 

in Hebrew and strip-searched. This graph is updated each month and is available on MCW’s 

website. 

 

 

“I was sentenced in a plea bargain to three months in prison ... I spent my entire 

prison sentence at Megiddo and I did not have any family visits. I was able to call 

my family once." 

 

A.A.J.A. (17 years) – Megiddo prison, Israel – 28 January 2021 (release date) 

 

“I was sentenced in a plea bargain to six months in prison ... On 20 December 2020 

I was transferred to Ofer prison where I spent the rest of my prison sentence. I did 

not have any family visits because of the Corona Virus and there were no official 

phone calls." 

 

A.H.I.O. (16 years) – Ofer prison - 11 November 2020 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=8HHZ189H3Oa1525404AAr2tY3XxD3
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=NnNlTqU11ua1524453AHKoVlavJr2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nAvHZzi6gLa621954Ao1LIH4NWx6
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=A2ekPRWs8ia626709Ax5YQaAwRjg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Ek7KJObg5da614346AaU3oN7QOsC
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=tN7GR30wlNa615297AiXQWeOb0HF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=WEtjjOkJSIa623856ArfICamsxWM
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Ur4L6z7eH2a622905AbvKCAI9OMI
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=MlPgLY4w4Aa624807AKW1hD5lHE7
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7xMbMmQQSha620052A2olRAs2nTy
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Q5rM02dkMQa625758ARebQ07Nc2H
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Q5rM02dkMQa625758ARebQ07Nc2H
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=8htEzJcYdQa627660ACDM3VgM3TE
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=818HXZF4k6a628611AGWPsXn5vUN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=sm7KJqQcSZa621003AEyLxLHuktQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nsDKYismxxa619101ATlhZTDhMeI
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=MmNuAkpGrsa613395AWw2bO0pT3K
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=YTWujW3Db4a1543473Abu4VoqFbCD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=bUfu5bItpca1524453ADNWKID0Nce
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6. Recent developments  

 

6.1 Formal investigation opened after International Criminal Court (ICC) finds jurisdiction - 

In March 2021, the Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC announced the opening of a formal 

investigation into the Situation in Palestine following a decision by the Court in February that it 

possessed territorial jurisdiction. The investigation will cover alleged war crimes committed by 

all parties since June 2014 and potentially includes: settlement construction; events in Gaza; and 

the forcible transfer of prisoners from the West Bank. In June, Fatou Bensouda's nine-year term 

as ICC prosecutor concluded and she was replaced by Karim Khan QC.  

 

6.2 Obstruction of justice at the ICC - Following the ICC's ruling on jurisdiction, Israeli media 

reported that "senior security officials said a number of ICC member states have agreed to give 

advance warning to Israel of any intent to arrest Israelis on their arrival in those countries or if a 

request for an arrest warrant is issued against them." Shortly afterwards Germany's Foreign 

Minister expressed the view, contrary to the Court's ruling, that the ICC had no jurisdiction. This 

position was later echoed by the UK Prime Minister, who opined that the investigation was an 

"attack on Israel". Although not a party to the Rome Statute, the US Government until recently 

maintained sanctions on ICC staff involved in the investigation.19  

 

6.3 UNICEF report: 8 years on - In 2013 UNICEF reviewed the treatment of children under Israeli 

military law and published a report concluding that “the ill-treatment of children appears to be 

widespread, systematic and institutionalized”. UNICEF made 38 recommendations and 

undertook to publish regular progress reports which it did in 2013 and 2015. While both updates 

noted positive developments, UNICEF concluded that “reports of alleged ill-treatment have not 

significantly decreased”. MCW estimates that 1 out of 38 recommendations (2.6 percent) has 

been substantially implemented and UNICEF's 2013 conclusion remains valid in August 2021. 

UNICEF appears to have removed the report from its website in or about June 2021. 

 

6.4 US State Department’s annual report on human rights – In March 2021, the US State 

Department published its annual country report on human rights. The Report is mandated by 

Congress and documents human rights conditions in 200 countries. The Report again confirmed 

that Israel applies two legal systems in the West Bank depending on whether a person is 

Palestinian (military law), or an Israeli settler (civilian law). The Report also confirmed that 80 

percent of Palestinians arrested by Israel in the West Bank are detained in prisons inside Israel. 

This violates provisions in the Fourth Geneva Convention and Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court prohibiting the transfer of prisoners from occupied territory. 

 

6.5 UN Secretary-General’s Annual Report on Children in Armed Conflict – In May 2021, the 

UN released the Annual Report of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict. In 

relation to child detention, the report notes that: "The UN verified the detention of 361 

Palestinian children for alleged security offences by Israeli forces in the occupied West Bank" 

of which "83 percent reported physical violence." This year’s report again omits to mention that 

most Palestinian child detainees are transferred out of the West Bank and detained in prisons 

located in Israel in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Although classified as a war 

crime, the Secretary-General's report has not mentioned forcible transfer since 2014. 

 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=210303-prosecutor-statement-investigation-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-01/18-143
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1597
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1598
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-to-brief-defense-officials-fearing-they-may-be-arrested-after-icc-ruling-1.9519039
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/german-foreign-minister-says-icc-has-no-jurisdiction-over-palestinian-territories-1.9526176
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/boris-johnson-israel-palestine-icc-b1831418.html
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-biden-administration-lifts-trump-sanctions-on-icc-officials-1.9677473
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF%20BULLETIN%20No_1.PDF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/Children%20in%20Israeli%20Military%20-%20Bulletin%20No_%202.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7CKsTObmzza1520649APFe65dhZy7
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/ART/380-600083?OpenDocument
https://www.icc-cpi.int/resource-library/documents/rs-eng.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/resource-library/documents/rs-eng.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2021_437_E.pdf
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2014/339&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
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6.6 UK Lawyers’ report: 9 years on – In 2012 a delegation of UK lawyers reviewed the treatment 

of children under Israeli military law and published their findings and recommendations in a UK 

Foreign Office funded report. The report found undisputed evidence of violations under at least 

6 articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and 2 articles under the Fourth Geneva 

Convention.20 In 2016, a follow-up mission by the delegation, including Sir Keir Starmer QC 

MP, was cancelled due to a lack of co-operation by Israeli authorities. MCW estimates that 1 out 

of the report’s 40 recommendations (2.5 percent) has been substantially implemented.21 In 2016 

the delegation undertook to provide a "brief updating report" which has yet to be published. 

 

6.7 Corona-19 virus - The impact on child detention of the outbreak of Corona virus in Israel and 

the West Bank in February 2020, included: an initial decrease in the number of night raids 

conducted by the Israeli military on Palestinian homes - this may account for the reduction in 

the number of night arrests documented; the establishment of quarantine sections in some 

prisons; the cancellation of family visits to prisons; the installation of phones in most prisons 

enabling some children to contact their parents between 2-8 times per month; restrictions on 

access to military courts for parents and observers; and the use of video links for court 

appearances.  

 

7. Forcible transfer and unlawful detention 

 

7.1 According to data released by the IPS, on average 65 percent of child detainees and 81 percent 

of adults continued to be forcibly transferred and detained in Israel. Transferring "protected 

persons" including detainees out of occupied territory is prohibited by Article 76 of the Fourth 

Geneva Convention and is classified as a war crime under Article 8(2)(vii) of the Rome Statute 

of the International Criminal Court. The policy of transfer and/or unlawful detention, which 

commenced in 1967, currently affects up to 650 children each year.  

 

7.2 The policy of transfer has been challenged in Israel’s Supreme Court twice during the past 30 

years (Sejadia (1988) and Yesh Din (2010) cases). The petitions filed on behalf of the detainees 

were rejected on both occasions based on the primacy of Israeli domestic law over provisions of 

international law where the two are in direct conflict. However, this position is not maintainable 

under international law by virtue of article 27 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 

reflecting customary international law (Lagrand Case).  

 

7.3 Since 2015, MCW has written to a number of diplomatic missions requesting information on 

each state’s position on the forcible transfer of children from the West Bank.  

 

Request Date received Response 

US 28 November 2016 Donald A. Blome, US Consul General  

Norway 31 January 2017 Jon Hanssen-Bauer, Ambassador 

Canada  27 March 2018 Douglas Scott Proudfoot, Representative 

Australia 27 March 2018 Matthew Neuhaus, Special Adviser 

Netherlands 8 August 2018 Mauritz Verheijden, Charge d’Affaires 

EU 26 September 2018 Emanuele Giaufret, EU Ambassador 

UK 24 July 2019 Philip Hall, Consul General 

 

 

http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/
https://members.parliament.uk/member/4514/contact
https://members.parliament.uk/member/4514/contact
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/CIMC%20Statement%20-%2016%2002%2016.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/CIMC%20Statement%20-%2016%2002%2016.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/YESH%20DIN%20v%20ISRAEL%20(2009)%20-.pdf
https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/1_1_1969.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20US%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/Consul%20General%20Response%20Letter%20to%20Military%20Court%20Watch.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20NORWAY%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/NORWAY%20-%20ART%2076%20-RESPONSE.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20CANADA%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNLAWFUL%20TRANSFER%20-%20CANADA%20REPLY.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20AUSTRALIA%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/AUSTRALIA%20Departmental%20response%20to%20Military%20Court%20Watch.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20NETHERLANDS%20(EMB)%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/EMBASSY%20OF%20THE%20NETHERLANDS%20-%20ART%2076%20RESPONSE.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20EU%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20EU%20RESPONSE.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20UK%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UK%20RESPONSE%20-%20ART%2076.pdf
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 MCW is still awaiting responses from Germany, Belgium, Sweden, France, Ireland, Spain and 

Denmark. 

 

7.4 Since the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court announced the opening of 

a preliminary examination into the situation in Palestine in January 2015, it is estimated that 

between 1,800 and 3,700 children have been forcibly transferred and/or unlawfully detained 

inside Israel.22  

 

 

 

7.5 While the government of Israel publicly rejects the de jure application of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention to the West Bank in relation to settlement construction, Military Order No. 3, which 

established the military courts on 7 June 1967, expressly relied on the Convention as the legal 

basis to do so, and as of 9 January 2021, the military authorities continue to distribute a briefing 

paper at Ofer military court relying on the Convention to justify prosecuting Palestinian civilians, 

including children, in military courts.  

 

7.6 In 2013, UNICEF recommended that: “[I]n accordance with international law, all Palestinian 

children detained in the Israeli military detention system shall be held in facilities located in the 

occupied Palestinian territory.” Based on the data provided by the Israeli Prison Service this 

recommendation has been rejected, confirming the lack of domestic remedies.  

 

8. Unlawful discrimination 

 

8.1 Since 1967, Israel has exercised penal jurisdiction over both Palestinians and Israeli settlers 

living in the West Bank. Although Israeli military law technically applies to all individuals in 

the West Bank, in practice, the authorities apply civilian law to settlers and military law to 

Palestinians at the discretion of the prosecutor. The military law applied to Palestinians, 

including children, has fewer rights and protections than the civilian law applied to Israeli settlers 

living in the same territory. 
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http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20GERMANY%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20BELGIUM%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20SWEDEN%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20FRANCE%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20IRELAND%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20SPAIN%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20DENMARK%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/palestine?in-en
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/MILITARY%20BRIEFING%20NOTE%20-%20DEC%202019.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/MILITARY%20BRIEFING%20NOTE%20-%20DEC%202019.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
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8.2 Under international law, no state is entitled to discriminate between those over whom it exercises 

penal jurisdiction on the basis of their race or nationality. The reasoning being that unequal or 

differential justice is not justice. It is on this basis that the UK Report recommended that: "Israel 

should not discriminate between those children over whom it exercises penal jurisdiction. 

Military law and public administration should deal with Palestinian children on an equal footing 

with Israeli children." 

 

8.3 In most conflict situations the issue of unlawful discrimination does not arise. However, in the 

context of Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory, the issue of unlawful discrimination has 

arisen as a direct consequence of Israeli settlement activity in occupied territory. Whilst there is 

no serious dispute that Israel’s settlements are illegal, there is also no lawful justification upon 

which Israel can discriminate between persons over whom it exercises penal jurisdiction in the 

West Bank.  

 

8.4 Although Israel is not permitted to apply its civilian law to Palestinians in the West Bank on the 

grounds that this would be tantamount to unlawful annexation, the laws that are applied must 

contain rights and protections no less favourable than those applied to Israelis living in the 

settlements. Failure to do so violates the principle of non-discrimination.  

 

8.5 In 2010, a petition was filed in the Israeli Supreme Court (Ministry of Palestinian Prisoners v 

Minister of Defense) challenging, inter alia, the different time periods before which a suspect 

must be brought before a judge in Israel and the West Bank and within the West Bank depending 

on whether the suspect is Palestinian or an Israeli citizen living in a settlement. During the 

intervening 7 years the Court has handed down a number of decisions in the case: 

 

(i) In May 2014, the Court handed down a decision noting that the State and military 

authorities had taken significant steps to amend the military law applied to Palestinians 

in the West Bank so as to reduce (but not eliminate) the differences in the law and 

determined that the differences that remained were "fair and proportional" in the 

circumstances. The Court did not directly address the Appellants claim regarding 

discrimination based on whether a suspect is Palestinian or an Israeli settler.  

 

(ii) In March 2017, in accordance with a direction from the Court, the State and military 

authorities submitted additional proposed changes that would further narrow some of the 

differences between the two sets of laws. These additional changes came into effect on 

24 April 2018 with the issuance of Military Order 1798. However, these changes do not 

eliminate the differentials between the two legal systems and discrimination based on 

race or national identity remains an issue. 

 

8.6 Some of the key differences between the two legal systems relating to children are included in 

the following table. The information includes changes introduced following the introduction of 

Military Order 1798 in April 2018. It is relevant to note that the primary time periods under the 

new amendments remain unchanged (with one exception) while the extension periods to the 

initial times have been reduced. This table should be read with reference to the Endnotes. 

 

 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/Minister%20of%20Palestinian%20Prisoners%20v%20Minister%20of%20Defense%20(2014)%20-%20ENG.pdf
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# Description Civilian law23 Military law 

1 Age of majority 18 yrs 16-18 yrs24 

2 
Prohibition against night-time 

interrogation. 
Yes25 No 

3 
Legal right to have a parent 

present during interrogation. 
Yes26 No 

4 

Maximum period of detention 

before being brought before a 

judge. 

12-13 yrs 12 hrs27 12-13 yrs 24 hrs28 

14-17 yrs 24 hrs29 
14-15 yrs 48 hrs30 

16-17 yrs 72 hrs31 

5 
Maximum period of detention 

without access to a lawyer 
48 hrs32 96 hrs33 

6 
Maximum period of detention 

prior to indictment. 
10 days34 15 days35 

7 

Maximum period of detention 

between indictment and 

conclusion of trial. 

6 months 9 months36 

 

 

 

9. Accountability 

 

9.1 In November 2019, the Israeli rights group Yesh Din released data on accountability arising out 

of alleged wrongdoing by Israeli soldiers against Palestinians in 2017-2018. According to the 

data the Military Advocate General’s Corps (MAG) received 430 complaints of alleged offences 

by soldiers against Palestinians or their property. By May 2019, three investigations opened in 

2017/18 had led to indictments against soldiers for causing harm to Palestinians – an indictment 

rate of 3.2 percent. (Previous indictment rates: 3.1 percent (2015) and 1.7 percent (2016)). 

 

9.2 In May 2016, the Israeli rights group B'Tselem announced that after 25 years it would no longer 

submit complaints on behalf of Palestinians using the military's complaint mechanisms due to a 

lack of confidence in the system's ability to provide accountability. During the course of 25 

years, B’Tselem submitted 739 complaints in which it was alleged that soldiers killed, injured 

or beat Palestinians, used them as human shields or damaged their property. In 2 percent of 

these cases a soldier was disciplined.  

 

10. A link between child detention and illegal settlements 

 

10.1 As in previous years the evidence collected by MCW suggests a strong geographic link between 

illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank and the detention of Palestinian minors living in close 

proximity by the military. Out of 102 testimonies collected by MCW in 2020, the children lived, 

on average, within 800 metres of a West Bank settlement (or associated infrastructure) built in 

violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention - the same Convention relied on by the military 

authorities to justify prosecuting the same children in military courts. 

 

10.2 Many settlements also play a key logistical role in the detention of children, acting as staging 

posts for military raids on Palestinian villages, hosting military bases, police stations, 

interrogation centres and prisons. These settlements and military bases include: Ariel, Atarot, 

Beit El, Beit Jala, Binyamin, Dotan, Ghush Etzion, Huwwara, Karmi Zur, Kiryat Arba, Kochav 

Yacov and Ofer. 

https://www.yesh-din.org/en/november-2019-data-sheet-law-enforcement-on-israeli-soldiers-suspected-of-harming-palestinians-and-their-property-summary-of-figures-for-2017-2018/
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/THE%20MILITARY%20COURTS%20UNIT-OCTOBER%202018.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=SpYjhY8dyza1459785AtqxPCbG7KC
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=a9nvnhJVzPa1552983ANbpSweKXYv
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=2tHQNOOzhia1491168Apue04Bi6nB
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=QBm6ytnPOoa1547277Aue2GpjrEQ3
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=eMTZT21Kc3a1525404ApqDIH7qz4n
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=P6Gap7fTD8a1456932AL64himdWdT
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=DyMd9VsaPca1549179ASh1c0qrTAO
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iMhCPpuGPwa1555836AAA9FrnxviJ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=DyMd9VsaPca1549179ASh1c0qrTAO
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=XCIITH5jWFa1465491AihFIGiDTbD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fQs85EFW8Ja1552983AC62hqukhfB
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fQs85EFW8Ja1552983AC62hqukhfB
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=CbcIHZGMXca1543473AJPYsv8Je2Y
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11. Recommendations 

 

11.1 MCW continues to advocate for the effective implementation of six non-severable 

recommendations. The recommendations, and progress in their implementation, are presented 
in the following table. 

 

# Recommendation Comments 

1 

Children should only be arrested 

during daylight hours except in rare 

and exceptional circumstances. In all 

other cases summonses should be used. 

 

In 2020, 50 percent of children reported 

being arrested at night. Summonses in lieu 

of night arrests were used in 8 percent of 

cases. 

 

2 

All children, and their legal guardians, 

should be provided on arrest with a 

written statement in Arabic informing 

them of their full legal rights in 

custody. 

 
In 2020, a form was distributed in 47 

percent of cases where children were 

arrested from home but this form does not 

include information about the child’s legal 

rights while in custody. 

 

3 

All children must consult with a 

lawyer of their choice prior to 

questioning. 

 

In 2020, 23 percent of children reported 

being permitted to consult with a lawyer 
prior to their interrogation in accordance 

with their right under military law. 

 

4 
All children must be accompanied by a 

family member throughout their 

questioning. 

 

In 2020, no children reported being 

accompanied by a parent during 

interrogation in accordance with a 

discretion permitted under military law. 

 

5 

Every interrogation must be audio-

visually recorded and a copy of the 

tape must be provided to the defence 

prior to the first hearing. 

 
In 2020 there was no requirement for 

audio-visual recording of interrogations in 

“security offences” involving minors in 

the West Bank. In no cases are tapes of 

interrogations being provided to defence 

counsel prior to the first hearing. 

 

6 

Breach of any of these 

recommendations should result in the 

discontinuation of the prosecution and 

the child’s immediate release. 

 

While some military judges have been 
critical of the manner in which children are 

arrested and interrogated this does not 

automatically result in the dismissal of 

proceedings – a step that is probably 

essential in order to ensure compliance 

with existing military regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=PtHANREtbka957657AHJUYuKG7DD
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ANNEXURE A 

TESTIMONIAL EVIDENCE - 

12 TESTIMONIES (JAN-DEC 2020) 

 

 

Testimony 1 - January 

 

Name: N.A.M.Q. 

Age: 17 

Date: 5 January 2020 

Location: Sourif, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones / protesting 

 

On 5 January 2020, a 17-year-old minor from Sourif was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3:00 a.m. 

He reports being interrogated multiple times without being informed of his legal rights prior to 

each interrogation. He also reports spending 23 days in solitary confinement.  

 

I woke up at around 3:00 a.m. when I heard commotion around my grandparents’ house nearby. Then a 

group of about 20 Israeli soldiers came to our building from all directions; some came from the roof and 

started to bang at the front door very aggressively.  

 

My father opened the door and the commander told him they were looking for me and wanted me to 

bring my phone. Then he gave my father a document filled out in Hebrew with details about my arrest. 

Within 15 minutes they took me outside where they hand cuffed my hands to the front with metal 

handcuffs. They were not too tight and did not cause me pain. They also blindfolded me and took me to 

a troop carrier where I sat on a seat.  

  

I was taken to the police station in Etzion settlement where I was examined by a doctor. About an hour 

later I was taken to Askalan prison inside Israel. I was strip searched and then, at around 9:00 a.m., I 

was taken for interrogation.  

  

The interrogator removed the hand cuffs and then hand cuffed me to the chair behind my back. He also 

removed the blindfold and gave me a document about my rights. I read that I had the right to remain 

silent. I also read I had the right to consult with a lawyer but I did not have access to a lawyer.  

  

The first interrogation took place over a period of about 10 hours. The interrogator was sometimes calm 

and at other times he was aggressive; he alternated between these two methods. He accused me of 

throwing stones and taking part in protests. He also accused me of being a member of a banned 

organization. I denied all the accusations. He told me he had confessions against me from other young 

men from my village. I continued to deny the accusations. Then he threatened to lock me up in a cell by 

myself for a long time. He told me I was never going to see other prisoners. He did not give me any 

documents to sign.  

  

After the interrogation I was taken to a small cell where I spent the following 23 days. The cell had a 

sink and a toilet. There were no windows and a white light was left on day and night. I had to wrap my 

head with my jacket in order to sleep. I did not sleep well. I was thinking about what might happen to 

me and when will I go home. I thought about my family who probably did not know where I was. 

Spending 23 days in that cell was psychological torture for me, I found it very hard. 
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During the 23 days I had many interrogations, about one a day. They all focused on the same accusations. 

I did not speak to a lawyer except in court and I was not informed of my rights except during the first 

interrogation. I continued to deny all the accusations. At the end of the last interrogation I was given a 

document written in Arabic and the interrogator asked me to sign it. I signed after I read it.  

  

On the 27 January I was transferred to Ofer prison. I was strip searched and then I was taken into section 

13. I had many military court hearings; the first one was on 27 January 2020 and the last one was on 2 

November 2020. At the last one I was sentenced in a plea bargain to 12 months in prison and fined NIS 

4,000. I was also given a suspended sentence 12 months suspended for five years. My lawyer negotiated 

this plea bargain with the prosecutor and convinced me it was the best he could do. He told me they 

wanted a 16-month imprisonment for me and encouraged me to accept 12 months instead.  

  

I spent my prison time at Ofer where I exercised and studied for my high school exams. I studied very 

hard and I passed which made my parents very happy. I was unexpectedly released on 2 December 2020 

at Beitunia checkpoint. My parents did not know I was going to be released and they were not there to 

take me home. I went to my uncle’s house in Ramallah where I spent the night and in the morning my 

parents picked me up and took me home.  
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Testimony 2 - February  

 

Name: T.I.H.D. 

Age: 14 
Date: 16 February 2020 

Location: Beit Fajjar, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing Molotov cocktail 

 

On 16 February 2020, a 14-year-old minor from Beit Fajjar was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2:00 

a.m. He reports being interrogated several times without first consulting with a lawyer or being 

informed of his right to silence on each occasion.  

 

Israeli soldiers raided our home at 2:00 a.m. My mother woke me up and told me the soldiers were in 

our building and had already broken into my uncle’s apartment upstairs. I got up and I could hear the 

soldiers go into my other uncle’s apartment. My father rushed to the door and opened it; he did not want 

the soldiers to break it down.  

 

About 20 masked soldiers entered our home. They walked in and started to search the house. One soldier 

went to the bed of my younger brother, who is 4-years-old, and pulled the blankets off him. My father 

was very upset and told him to leave my brother alone. They threw our clothes out of the wardrobes and 

made a huge mess. 

  

Then the commander asked for our names and when I said mine a soldier approached me and told me I 

was under arrest. He did not say why but he showed my father a document in Hebrew. They took a photo 

of my father and the commander holding the document. They did not leave us with a copy. 

  

Then they took me outside the house in a hurry and did not give me time to put my clothes on. Outside 

the house they blindfolded me and tied my hands to the back with three plastic ties: one on each wrist 

and another connecting the two. The ties were very tight and painful and left marks on my wrists for a 

long time. Then I was led to my friends’ houses and they were arrested too. On the way a soldier beat 

me on my back and shoulder and I was in pain for a long time.   

  

Then they took me to the back of a troop carrier and made me sit on the metal floor between the soldiers’ 

feet. The troop carrier took me to the police station in Etzion settlement where I was left in a room, tied 

and blindfolded. There were soldiers in the room making noise and I could not sleep. It was a cold and 

rainy night. I was not given any food or drink and I was not allowed to use the toilet. At around 7:00 

a.m. I was taken for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed the ties and the blindfold. He had a voice recorder on his desk. He told me I 

had the right to consult with a lawyer and then he phoned a lawyer and put him on speaker phone and I 

was allowed to speak to him. The lawyer told me not to confess and to be calm and things would be fine. 

I spoke to the lawyer for less than two minutes and the interrogator was listening. 

  

Then, without informing me of my right to silence, the interrogator wanted me to tell him what offences 

I had committed. He was calm and polite. Then he told me he had photographic evidence of me throwing 

a Molotov cocktail on the main road. He showed me some photographs and told me my friends had 

confessed against me. He questioned me on and off over two hours. He also threatened to revoke my 

family’s work permits. In the end I confessed because I thought and there was no way out for me. 
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Then the interrogator showed me documents in Hebrew and told me it was my statement and he asked 

me to sign them. At first I refused to sign but then I did after he insisted.  

  

After the interrogation I was searched in my boxer shorts and taken to a cell where I spent a night. In the 

morning I was taken to Ofer prison. I was strip searched before being taken to section 13.   

  

The following day I had a military court hearing which my parents attended. My detention was extended 

and the hearing was adjourned. About a week later I was taken to the police station in Kiryat Arba 

settlement for another interrogation. The interrogator did not inform me of my rights and I did not speak 

to a lawyer. The interrogator wanted to know whether I had confessed under duress. I told him I had 

nothing to add to what I had already told the first interrogator. He questioned me for about 30 minutes 

and did not show me any documents to sign.  

  

In all I had about six military court hearings and at the last one, which was on 29 June 2020, I was 

sentenced in a plea bargain to 10 months in prison and fined NIS 3,000. I was also given another 10 

months in prison suspended for three years. I accepted the plea bargain because my lawyer told me I 

was facing two years in prison if I did not. 

  

I spent about three weeks at Ofer and then I was transferred to Damoun prison, inside Israel. In prison I 

exercised and I was in charge of cleaning. I also attended classes in Arabic, Mathematics and Hebrew. 

My mother visited me twice and I was able to call home on average three times a week. The prison 

authorities allowed us to make phone calls when family visits were suspended due to the Corona Virus. 

  

I was released at Al Jalama checkpoint on 14 November 2020 and I went home with my family.  
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Testimony 3 - March 

 

Name: I.A.M.A. 

Age: 13 
Date: 28 March 2020 

Location: Kafr Qaddum, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 28 March 2020, a 13-year-old minor from Kafr Qaddum was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 

4:00 p.m. He reports first being questioned by a soldier without first being informed of his legal 

rights under military law. 

 

At around 4:00 p.m. there were clashes in my village with Israeli soldiers. My brother and I were at 

home when all of a sudden a group of soldiers banged at our front door. They kept banging and my 

mother finally opened the door.  

 

Five soldiers entered our home while others remained outside. They were tense and on high alert. The 

soldiers immediately approached me and wanted to take me away. My mother and grandmother 

intervened and tried to release me but they did not succeed. The soldiers pushed my 70-year-old 

grandmother to the ground but luckily she was not hurt. 

  

The soldiers told my mother me and my brother were under arrest because we were throwing stones at 

the soldiers during the clashes. We told them we did not throw stones but they did not listen. They 

immediately took me outside without giving my family any documents.  

  

Once outside my hands were tied behind my back with a single plastic tie which was very tight and 

painful. Then they walked me towards the gate of the nearby settlement. They made me sit on the ground 

by the gate and blindfolded me. 

  

A soldier started to ask me questions. He yelled at me and accused me of throwing stones at the soldiers. 

He pulled my T-shirt off my shoulder and threatened to bite me. He asked me questions without 

informing me of my rights. This lasted for about two hours and then I was taken to the back of a jeep 

where I sat on a seat and the jeep took me to a military base inside the settlement.  

  

I was left outside the base in the cold weather for about three hours. Then a soldier brought some 

cardboard and told me to sleep on the cardboard outside.  When I objected he took me to a room but the 

soldiers there were very noisy and I could not sleep at all. They deliberately laughed and banged to make 

sure I did not fall asleep. In the morning I was taken to Ariel settlement for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed my blindfold but kept me tied. He wore a police uniform. He asked me if I 

wanted to speak to my father and I told him I did. I hardly spoke to my father for less than a minute 

before the line was cut off. Then the interrogator asked me if I wanted to speak to a lawyer and I told 

him there was no need because my father was going to speak to one. Then he told me I had the right to 

remain silent. 

  

Then the interrogator asked me whether I worked and threatened to never allow me to obtain a work 

permit to work inside Israel. Then he accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and monitoring the 

movement of soldiers in our village. I denied the accusations. The interrogator typed everything on a 
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computer. He questioned me for about 15 minutes and in the end he showed me some documents in 

Hebrew and wanted me to sign them but I refused. When I asked for a glass of water he told me he 

would give me some water later but he never did.  

  

After the interrogation I was re-blindfolded an taken to Huwwara military base near Nablus where I was 

searched in my underwear. The metal detector beeped and the soldier threatened to take me to the 

hospital to see what was in my stomach and to make me pay the expenses. Then another soldier searched 

me and did not find anything wrong. I was then taken to a room with two other detainees where I 

remained for about three hours.  

  

After about three hours I was taken to the checkpoint near Megiddo. I was left in a room at the checkpoint 

by myself. I was given some cold and unappetizing food.  There was one blanket on the floor and I slept 

there one night. I could not fall asleep easily because I was worried and I thought of my family especially 

my mother. 

  

In the morning I was told I had a military court hearing. I was taken to another room where I was linked 

to the military court via video because of the Corona Virus restrictions. I was linked to a female judge 

and to a lawyer who told me I had to confess to throwing stones at soldiers. I refused to confess and told 

the lawyer I did not throw stones. He insisted once again and told me I had to plead guilty if I wanted to 

go home that day. The interpreter then told me I was accused of throwing stones and that I was going to 

be released the same day. 

  

My father later told me I was sentenced in a plea bargain and that he had to pay a NIS 1,000 fine. The 

military court imposed a suspended sentence of one year in prison valid for three years.  

  

After the video conference I was driven to Salem checkpoint where I was released but my father was 

waiting for me at another checkpoint. I spoke to a taxi driver and asked him to call my father and the 

two agreed on a point where the taxi driver would drop me off. My father picked me up and paid the 

driver. I was released on 30 March 2020 and I arrived home around sunset. 
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Testimony 4 - April 

 

Name: F.H.S.U. 
Age: 16 

Date: 25 April, 2020 

Location: Ta'amreh, West Bank 

Accusation: Administrative detention 

On 25 April 2020, a 16-year-old minor from Ta'amreh was arrested by Israeli soldiers from home 

at 4:30 a.m. He was held in detention for 12-months without charge or trial under administrative 

detention orders.  

I woke up at around 4:30 a.m. when I heard somebody breaking open our front door with some sort of a 

device. My father and brother went to see what was going on and found 10 Israeli soldiers in our hallway. 

They did not knock or wait for us to open the door. More soldiers were waiting outside.  

  

The commander asked my father for me and my father pointed at me. Then the commander told my 

father he wanted to have "a chat" with me for "five minutes" and would then bring me back home. He 

did not give my father any documents. 

  

I was then taken outside where I was blindfolded and my hands were tied behind my back with two 

plastic ties on top of each other. The ties were very tight and painful. Then they took me to the back of 

a military jeep and made me sit on the metal floor between the soldiers’ feet. The jeep drove me to a 

nearby military base where I was left outside until around 10:00 a.m.  

  

At around 10:00 a.m. I was driven to a police station inside Israel where I was left in a small cell which 

measured about 2 x 2 metres. They removed the ties and the blindfold and I was left in the windowless 

cell for six days. I could not sleep and I lost my appetite and I was treated like an animal by the guards. 

A doctor tested me for Corona. The light was on 24 hours and I did not know day from night. On the 

sixth day they tied my hands and I was taken for interrogation.  

  

The interrogator removed the ties and asked me how I was.  Then he handed me a phone and told me I 

could speak to a lawyer. The lawyer told me not to worry and that the authorities had no evidence against 

me and, "god willing", I would be sent home in two days. The conversation lasted a few minutes and the 

interrogator was listening. Then the interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent but if I had 

anything to say I could say it.  

  

The interrogator started by telling me I was a trouble maker. I told him how could that possibly be when 

I had just been released from prison 20 days earlier, 14 days of which I was in Quarantine and did not 

leave my room. I told him even if I wanted to cause trouble I did not have the time.  

  

Then he accused me of incitement on Facebook but when he opened my Facebook page he did not find 

anything. He also accused me of being in contact with people from Gaza. I denied the accusation. Then 

he threatened to arrest my mother and the rest of my family if I did not confess. Then two other 

interrogators joined him. One was very aggressive and occasionally screamed in my face and made 

sounds like a wild animal. Then he told me he was going to issue me with an administrative detention 

order.  
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The interrogation lasted for about two hours and at the end I was shown a document written in Hebrew 

and told to sign it. I signed the document without knowing what it said. 

  

After the interrogation I was taken to Megiddo prison, inside Israel, where I was strip searched and then 

I was taken to the quarantine section.  

  

The following day I had a military court hearing via video link. My parents did not attend the hearing 

because they were not informed about it. During the hearing I was handed an administrative detention 

order for six months. I spent the six months in Megiddo prison. 

  

When my six-month detention was about to end and I was getting ready to go home I had another military 

court hearing and I was given another Administrative Detention order for six months. That was on 25 

October 2020. I was devastated as I was looking forward to going home.  

  

During these 12 months I had one family visit, but I was allowed to make phone calls once every two 

weeks. I was released on 24 April 2021 at Salem checkpoint and I went home with my uncle and his 

friend. I arrived home at around midnight.  

  

I found the first six months very hard and I did not get used to being back in prison easily. Administrative 

detention is a very harsh punishment because I was not tried and no evidence was presented against me. 

I missed my family and wanted so badly to go back to my school. 
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Testimony 5 - May 

 

Name: O.R.A.I. 

Age: 15 
Date: 19 May, 2020 

Location: Abu Dis, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing Molotov cocktails 

 

On 19 May 2020, a 15-year-old minor from Abu Dis was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 6:00 a.m. 

He reports being interrogated multiple times without always being informed of his legal rights and 

spending 10 days in solitary confinement. 

 

It was the month of Ramadan and I was up at around 6:00 a.m. when my friend phoned me and told me 

Israeli soldiers were in our village. Shortly afterwards I heard banging at our front door. My father 

opened the door and four soldiers walked in and told my father they were looking for me. They took my 

mobile phone and then told me and my father to get ready because they wanted to take us both. They 

did not give us any reasons or documents. 

 

Within about 10 minutes I was taken outside where a soldier pushed me into the back of a jeep and made 

me sit on a seat. Inside the jeep I was blindfolded and handcuffed to the front with metal handcuffs 

which were not painful. My father was put in another jeep. The jeep drove to a nearby military base and 

I was transferred into another jeep which took me to an interrogation centre at Ofer. A soldier removed 

the blindfold and I was immediately taken for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator was in civilian clothes. He removed the handcuffs and told me it was in my interest to 

be straightforward with him and if I cooperated nicely he would send me home. Then he told me he was 

trying to call a lawyer for me but the lawyer was not answering his phone. I did not believe him. Then 

he told me I had the right to remain silent but if I did he would interpret it as an admission of guilt.  

  

Then he asked me about the boys who set a military jeep on fire about 10 days earlier. I told him I did 

not know anything about the incident. He accused me of taking part. I denied the accusation. He kept 

asking me about other boys and wanted me to confess against them but I did not confess against anyone. 

He was calm in the beginning but then he changed his attitude and became aggressive. He raised his 

voice when he asked me questions and threatened to lock me up in prison for a long time if I did not 

confess. He accused me of not telling the truth when I told him I did not know the boys whom he named.  

  

He questioned me on and off from around 8:00 a.m. until around 4:00 p.m. At the end of the interrogation 

he told me to go and say goodbye to my father in the next room because he was going to send me to Al 

Mascobiyeh police station for more interrogation. My father told me to take care of myself and hoped I 

would be released soon. Then I was taken to Al Mascobiyeh where I waited in a small cell for a while 

before I was taken for another interrogation.  

  

The interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent but did not arrange for me to speak to a lawyer. 

He accused me of setting a military jeep on fire in the village together with a group of other boys. I 

denied the accusation. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes and I was not given any documents 

to sign. Then I was taken back to a small cell where I spent a whole week. 
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The cell was tiny. It had a sink and a toilet and a mattress on the floor. There were no windows and the 

light was kept on most of the time except when occasionally they would turn it off. I was interrogated 

once a day during this week.  

  

The interrogator informed me of my right to remain silent but did not allow me to speak to a lawyer and 

did not give me any documents to sign. He accused me of taking part in the incident when a military 

jeep was set on fire and wanted me to confess against other boys. I denied the accusation and did not 

confess against other boys. 

  

On 21 May 2020 I had a military court hearing via video link. My father attended and my detention was 

extended to allow for more interrogations. After spending a week at Al Mascobiyeh I was transferred to 

Askalan prison inside Israel. I was left in a cell with other prisoners who I was very suspicious of. I felt 

they were informants because they kept asking me questions about the incident. I was very careful and 

did not give any unnecessary information. I spent five days in Askalan and then I was taken back to Al 

Mascobiyeh. 

  

I was taken back to the same cell as before and I was left there for three days. I was mentally and 

psychologically very stressed. I was interrogated three more times. I did not speak to any lawyers but I 

was informed of my right to silence. During the third interrogation I confessed to throwing a Molotov 

Cocktail at the wall. I confessed because I wanted to get out of that cell and because the food was 

disgusting. I thought by confessing to anything I had a chance. The interrogator gave me a document 

written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it and I did because I could not care less, I just wanted to get 

out of the cell. 

  

Then I was taken to the interrogation centre at Ofer. My father was brought in and he testified that I was 

at home when the incident in which a military jeep was set on fire happened. Then I was taken to 

Megiddo prison where I was strip searched before being taken to the quarantine section. I spent 14 days 

there. During this time, I was taken for another interrogation.  

  

The interrogator phoned a lawyer for me before questioning me and allowed me to speak to him. The 

lawyer wanted to know why I was taken for yet another interrogation. I told him because there were 

more confessions against me and new charges brought against me. He told me not to confess to anything. 

The interrogator was listening to the conversation which lasted a few minutes.  

  

Then, without informing me of my right to silence, the interrogator told me some boys had confessed 

against me and he named them. He told me they had confessed that I had manufactured explosives and 

Molotov cocktails. He also accused me of membership in a banned organization. I denied all the 

accusations. The interrogation lasted for about 15 minutes and I was not asked to sign any documents. 

After the interrogation I was taken back to Megiddo. 

  

During my time in prison I attended about 20 military court hearings. At the last one which, was on 13 

September 2020, I was sentenced in a plea bargain to 14 months in prison and fined NIS 1,000. I was 

also given a suspended sentence of one year suspended for three years. I accepted the bargain because 

my lawyer told me the military judge would sentence me to 34 months in prison if I rejected it. 
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After the time I spent in quarantine I was taken to the juvenile section at Megiddo where I was strip 

searched and spent a week there. Then I was transferred to Ofer prison where I spent the rest on my 

term. 

  

In prison I exercised and I attended classes in Arabic, Hebrew and Mathematics. I also was in charge of 

my section which kept me busy and helped me pass the time. During my time in prison I had two family 

visits. 

  

I had an unexpected early release because my father told the court I wanted to go back to school. I was 

released on 31 January 2021, about 6 months earlier than expected. My father had to go to Jordan because 

my grandfather died, so he was not there to meet me. I was very sad that I did not have the chance to say 

good bye to my grandfather before he passed away.  
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Testimony 6 - June 

 

Name: M.A.A.Z. 

Age: 16 
Date: 3 June 2020 

Location: Deir Abu Misha'al, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 3 June 2020, a 16-year-old minor from Deir Abu Misha'al was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 

4:00 a.m. He reports being interrogated multiple times without always being informed of his right 

to silence prior to interrogation. 

 

I was arrested from home at around 4:00 a.m. Eight Israeli soldiers came into my bedroom and woke me 

up. One of them asked me for my name and then told me to get dressed because I was under arrest. They 

did not tell me the reason for my arrest but they gave my father a document filled out in Hebrew. 

  

I was taken outside where my hands were tied to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and 

another connecting the two. The ties were very tight and painful and left marks on my wrists. Then they 

walked me towards the road intersection at the entrance to the village where I was blindfolded. Then 

they took me to a troop carrier where I sat on a seat.  

  

I was driven to a nearby settlement where I was given a quick medical examination. Then they took me 

to a room together with three other detainees. I was left there until 6:00 a.m. and then I was taken to 

another nearby settlement for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed the ties and the blindfold. Then he handcuffed me to the front and shackled 

my feet and connected the handcuffs to the shackles with a chain. Then I told the interrogator I wanted 

to speak to a lawyer and I gave him the name of a lawyer I knew. He phoned another lawyer and handed 

me the phone and put it on speaker and told me to speak him. The lawyer told me not to be scared. The 

conversation lasted a few seconds and the interrogator was listening. 

  

Then, without informing me of my right to silence, he accused me of throwing stones and of holding 

stun grenades. I denied the accusation. Then he showed me some photographs and pointed to a boy in 

one of the photos who was holding something in his hand and told me it was me. I told him it was not 

me. Then he threatened to lock me up in prison for seven years if I did not confess. He raised his voice 

at me and said the boy in the photo was me. 

  

He questioned me for about an hour and in the end I confessed to holding a stone and a spent stun grenade 

in my hands. I told the interrogator I was shot at before I threw anything at the soldiers. Then he showed 

me a document written in Hebrew and Arabic about my right to silence. He asked me to sign it but I 

refused to sign.  

  

Then I was taken to Huwarra military base where I was searched in my boxer shorts. Then I was taken 

to a cell where I spent 36 hours. During this time, I had a military court hearing via video link and I did 

not see any of my family. My detention was extended and the hearing was adjourned. Then I was taken 

to Megiddo prison, inside Israel, where I was again searched in my boxer shorts.  
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Two days later I had another interrogation. The interrogator allowed me to speak to a lawyer and he left 

the room. Then the interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent. Then he accused me of the same 

accusation but added that I possessed explosives. He was aggressive and questioned me for about 30 

minutes. At the end he showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused 

to sign. After the interrogation I was taken back to prison. 

  

Later I had a third interrogation. The interrogator allowed me to speak to a lawyer before the 

interrogation. He also told me I had the right to remain silent. He questioned me about the same 

accusations.  

  

In all I had about 20 military court hearings. At the last one, which was on the day of my release, I was 

sentenced in a plea bargain to six months in prison and fined NIS 3,000. I was also given a suspended 

sentence but I did not understand the details; the sound on the video link was poor and I was too excited 

about going home to bother asking. The guard told me to say “I agree, I agree” and I did without 

understanding anything. 

  

I spent 28 days at Megiddo and then I was transferred to Ofer prison. I was released form Ofer on 9 

December 2020 and I went home with my brother. We arrived home in the evening. In prison I exercised 

and I attended classes. My father died three weeks later and I am finding it hard to cope. 
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Testimony 7 - July 

 

Name: A.M.F.H. 
Age: 17 

Date: 23 July 2020 

Location: Balata, West Bank 

Accusation: Possession of pipe bomb 

 

On 23 July 2020, a 17-year-old minor from Balata refugee camp was arrested by Israeli soldiers 

at a military checkpoint. He reports consulting with a lawyer prior to interrogation but not being 

informed of his right to silence. 

 

I was near an Israeli military checkpoint when I was approached by a group of about 20 soldiers. It was 

around 9:30 p.m. They aimed their guns at me and told me to stop and to sit on the ground. I obeyed 

their orders and a soldier tied my hands behind my back with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and 

another connecting the two. The ties were very tight and my wrists swelled and caused me a lot of pain. 

I soldier also swore at me as I was blindfolded. The same soldier also slapped me hard on my ear and 

caused me a lot of pain.  

  

I was left on the ground for about four hours before being taken to the back of a jeep where I sat on a 

seat. The jeep took me to Huwwara military base. At Huwwara I was left in an outdoor area near two 

trees and then I was taken to a tent where a doctor examined me. I was left in the tent from around 2:00 

a.m. until around 11:00 a.m. I was allowed to use the toilet but I was not given any food. At around 

11:00 a.m. I was taken to Salem for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed the blindfold but started to interrogate me while I was tied. At the beginning 

he asked me if I wanted a lawyer. Then he gave me some options and I picked one randomly and he 

phoned him for me. The lawyer told me he was my lawyer and that I should only tell the interrogator 

about things I had done. The conversation lasted for about two minutes and the interrogator was 

listening. 

  

Then, without informing me of my right to silence, the interrogator accused me of possessing pipe 

bombs. I denied the accusation. The interrogator repeated the same accusation many times and wanted 

me to confess. He was calm and did not raise his voice at me. He also showed me video footage. He 

questioned me on and off for about two hours. In the end I confessed and he showed me a document in 

Hebrew and asked me to sign. I signed without understanding anything. I felt I was in deep trouble and 

signing was not going to make much difference. 

  

Then they took my fingerprints and a DNA sample from my mouth after which I was strip searched. 

Then I was taken to a cell where they removed the ties. The following day I had a military court hearing 

via video link and my father was there. My detention was extended and the hearing was adjourned.  

  

I was left in the cell by myself for four days. The food was not enough and not appetizing. Once I found 

a dead lizard in my food.  I did not speak to anyone or see anyone and I went crazy because I smoked 

and they did not give me any cigarettes. I banged my head against the wall and threatened to commit 

suicide. I was taken to a hospital and I told the doctor I banged my head because I wanted cigarettes.  
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Then I was taken to Megiddo prison where I was searched in my underwear before being taken to the 

quarantine area. Two days later I had another military court hearing. I had a third hearing about two 

months before I was released. At the last hearing I was sentenced in a plea bargain to three months in 

prison and fined NIS 1,000. I was also given a six-month suspended sentence. I accepted the bargain 

because my lawyer told me it was a good deal and that it was better than one year in prison. 

  

I spent my entire sentence at Megiddo prison where I exercised and I was in charge of my section. I also 

was in charge of cleaning. I did not have any family visits because of the Corona Virus. I made phone 

calls to my family once every two weeks for about 10 minutes.  

  

I was released at Al Jalama checkpoint on 14 October 2020 but my parents were not informed of my 

release and they were not waiting for me. I called my mother and she sent someone to pick me up. I 

arrived home at around 9:00 p.m.  
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Testimony 8 - August 

 

Name: R.U.K.K. 

Age: 15 
Date: 20 August 2020 

Location: Doha, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 20 August 2020, a 15-year-old minor from Doha was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3:30 a.m. 

He reports being informed of his right to silence and consulting with a lawyer prior to 

interrogation but that he would receive a longer sentence if he remained silent.  

 

At around 3:30 a.m. I was woken up by torch light shining in my face. I opened my eyes and saw about 

10 Israeli soldiers in my bedroom. The commander asked me for my name then told me to get up and 

put some clothes on because I was to be arrested. He did not give a reason for the arrest and did not give 

my parents any documents. When my father asked him for the reason he told my father he was going to 

bring me back by the end of the day. 

  

Then the soldiers searched my room and damaged the wardrobe. They did not tell me what they were 

looking for. The soldiers seemed to be in a hurry. They remained in our house for about 15 minutes.  

  

As soon as I was dressed the soldiers took me outside. I did not even have time to tie my shoe laces. A 

soldier gave me a mask and gloves to put on due to the Corona virus and then I was handcuffed to the 

front with metal cuffs. The handcuffs were very tight and left marks on my wrists. At the entrance to the 

building I was blindfolded and the soldiers took me away on foot. The soldiers made me walk quickly 

and I could not keep up with the blindfold on and I fell to the ground. When I fell the soldiers started to 

kick and slap me all over my body. They pulled me up in a hurry and continued to run with me towards 

the military jeeps. 

  

When we arrived at the jeeps I was thrown on the metal floor of one of the jeeps but later a soldier 

allowed me to sit on a seat. Young men from the village started to throw stones at the jeep and the 

soldiers responded with tear gas, rubber bullets and stun grenades. I was terrified. Then the jeep drove 

towards the District Co-ordination Office (DCO) military base where a soldier forcefully bent my knees 

and made me kneel on the ground. Then he slapped me on the head and told me to keep my head down.  

  

About 15 minutes later I was taken to the back of another jeep where I sat on the metal floor. The jeep 

then drove to Atarot police station. On the way the soldiers swore at me and called my sister and mother 

“whores”. One soldier struck me with the back of his gun on my elbow and caused me a lot of pain. I 

arrived at the police station at around 5:30 a.m. I asked a soldier to loosen the handcuffs but he just left. 

I managed to pull down the blindfold by myself.  

  

A short time later an interrogator passed by and loosened my handcuffs. He introduced himself as 

“interrogator Ala”. I was left in a room until around 7:00 a.m. Then the interrogator came back.  

  

The interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent but warned me that remaining silent would upset 

the judge and would make him sentence me for a long time in prison. He also told me I had the right to 

consult with a lawyer. Then he phoned a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer told me to 
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deny everything and advised me to remain silent. I spoke to the lawyer for about two minutes on a land 

line in another room and the interrogator was not listening.  

  

Then the interrogator told me he was going to give me some advice. He told me he was going to tell me 

what to say so that the judge would go easy on me. He told me he was going to give me the advice before 

the official interrogation started and before he turned on the camera and the voice recorder. Then he said 

once he was done with the advice he was going to leave the room, then come back in as if he had never 

spoken to me before. He would then turn the camera and voice recorder on and start the official 

interrogation. Then he pulled out his pistol and placed it on the table in front of him and kept fiddling 

with it.  

  

Then he told me I was accused of a number of accusations and that there were lots of confessions against 

me from people who knew me. Then he brought a thick bunch of papers and started to mark the text 

with a yellow marker. When I asked him what he was doing he told me he was marking the places where 

my name was mentioned as having taken part in stone throwing incidents. He was marking a lot of text 

and that scared me. Then he told me if I confessed the judge would give me a short time in prison; 

otherwise I was going to spend a long time in prison. 

  

About half an hour later he told me he was going to leave the room and start interrogating me properly. 

He left and came back. He turned the camera and voice recorder on and introduced himself again. Then 

he asked me to say my name.  

  

Then he accused me of throwing stones and pipe bombs and told me lots of other boys had testified 

against me. I denied the accusations. Then he named the boys and told me he had voice recordings of 

their testimonies and asked me whether I wanted to listen to them. I denied the accusations and told the 

interrogator I was not interested in listening to the confessions. Then he accused me of lying and wanted 

me to confess to all the accusations if I wanted the judge to be lenient. Then he threatened me and told 

me the intelligence officers were waiting outside. He told me if they got hold of me they would not 

release me without extracting a confession from me even if I was “99 percent innocent”. Still I denied 

the accusations. 

  

He questioned me over a period of about 12 hours. He would question me for an hour or so and then 

leave and come back again. Sometimes he was calm, other times he was aggressive. He slammed the 

door a couple of times when I denied the accusations. Then at the end he showed me documents in 

Hebrew and wanted me to sign them. I told him I was not going to sign anything without a lawyer 

present. Then he told me this was not going to please the judge and he signed the document himself.  

  

Then I was taken outside where I was left for about an hour. Some soldiers approached me and told me 

it was in my interest to confess, otherwise they were going to send me to be interrogated by an 

intelligence officer who would be “harsh”. They made it sound like they were my friends and that that 

they cared for me. When I did not engage with them they started to swear at me.  

  

I was left in that outdoor area for three nights. I was not given any food and I could not sleep. I was 

allowed to use the toilet once and I was given a glass of water once a day. I was shackled and handcuffed 

the whole time. The whole time I was thinking and wondering what was going to happen to me. By the 

end of the third day I was tired and hungry and scared. 
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On the third day I was taken in a military jeep to another place where I was taken to a cell. I slept on a 

metal bench for about 30 minutes. The air conditioner was turned on very cold and I was freezing. About 

three hours later two soldiers came in and strip searched me. Then I was taken to Megiddo prison where 

I was strip searched again. I was put into the quarantine area near the prison. I arrived there at around 

9:00 p.m. I ate and fell asleep immediately; I was exhausted.  

  

The following day I had a military court hearing via video camera. I could see my father, a lawyer and 

the military judge. When I tried to speak to my father a soldier turned the camera away and muted the 

sound. The hearing was adjourned.  

  

The following day I was taken for another interrogation. The interrogator informed me of my rights 

before he started to question me. Then he phoned a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer 

told me to deny everything. The interrogator had a voice recorder and accused me of the same 

accusations. I denied everything. I was questioned for about two hours. After the interrogation I was 

taken back to Megiddo. 

  

I had four military court hearings. At the last hearing, which was on the same day that I was released, 

my lawyer told me I was going to be released provided I apologise to the judge and promise never to be 

involved in illegal activities. Luckily the line was cut off before I could apologise to the judge.  

  

My lawyer told me I was sentenced in a plea bargain to 10 days in prison, fined NIS 3,500 and given a 

suspended sentence of two years in prison suspended for a period of five years. I accepted the plea 

bargain because I wanted to go home after court.  

  

I was released on 31 August 2020 and I went home with my father and uncle who were waiting for me 

at Al Jalama checkpoint. I arrived home at around 1:00 a.m. This was a tough experience but thankfully 

I was released quickly. I want to focus on my school work because I want to study to become a chef.  
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Testimony 9 - September 

 

Name: A.R.A.Q. 

Age: 17 
Date: 9 September 2020 

Location: Azzawiya, West Bank 

Accusation: Weapon possession 

 

On 9 September 2020, a 17-year-old minor from Azzawiya was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 1:30 

a.m. He reports being interrogated multiple times without always being informed of his legal rights 

and held in solitary confinement for 16 days.  

 

Israeli soldiers banged at our neighbour’s door looking for me at around 1:30 a.m. Then they came to 

our house. My parents woke up when they heard banging at our front gate. My father opened the gate 

and about 40 soldiers entered our home. Then they asked my mother for me and she told them I was in 

bed. Then my parents, accompanied by the soldiers, came into my room and woke me up. I opened my 

eyes and saw soldiers standing over my head.  

  

One of the soldiers asked to see my identity card and then told me to get ready because I was under 

arrest. He did not give me a reason. Then he forced my mother and siblings into one of the rooms and 

did not allow them to leave. They kept me in the living room and took my mobile phone.   

  

Then the soldiers searched the house and causing a big mess. They took all our clothes out of the 

wardrobes and dumped them on the floor. They searched the kitchen and even the laundry basket. Some 

soldiers climbed up the trees in the garden searching for something.  

  

At one point the soldiers sat me down on the couch and told my mother that if she really wanted to see 

me again she should tell me to cooperate with them. Then they brought in two service dogs and made 

them sniff around the house. The dogs urinated on a mattress and on the carpet.  

  

The soldiers remained inside our home for about one-and-a-half hours. Then they gave my father a 

document written in Hebrew and Arabic with information about my arrest scribbled in Hebrew. They 

asked my father to sign it and then took it away. Then one of the soldiers tied my hands behind my back 

with two plastic ties on top of each other. The ties did not cause me any pain. Then I was taken outside 

where I was blindfolded. 

  

The soldiers walked me for about 15 minutes and then took me to the back of a military jeep and made 

me sit on the metal floor. One of the soldiers, who was masked, swore at me. Then they drove to my 

uncle’s workshop and called my uncle who opened the workshop and they searched it thoroughly but 

did not find anything.  

  

After my uncle's workshop the soldiers drove to a nearby military base where I was taken to a shipping 

container and I was given a quick medical examination. Then I was left in the container together with a 

soldier who kept talking to me to prevent me from falling asleep. Later that morning I was taken in a 

military vehicle to Al Jalama interrogation centre in Israel for interrogation. I arrived there at around 

noon. 
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The interrogator cut off the ties and then tied me to the chair in an uncomfortable position. He shackled 

my feet and removed the blindfold. Then he gave me a document informing me of my rights. I read it 

and it said I had the right to contact a lawyer and the right to remain silent. Then the interrogator phoned 

a lawyer but the lawyer did not answer. 

  

Then interrogator accused me of being a terrorist. He also accused me of weapons possession but I denied 

the accusation. He was aggressive and told me an informant told him I had weapons in my possession. 

He swore at me and called me son of a bitch and told me I had to tell him where I hid the weapons. He 

raised his voice at me and thumped the table. He threatened to bring my father and mother to the 

interrogation center if I did not confess and to revoke my father’s work permit. He questioned me for 

about two hours and did not ask me to sign any documents.  

  

After the interrogation I was taken to a small cell, no bigger than 2 x 1 meters. The cell had a toilet and 

a sink and a mattress on the floor. It was located underground and there were no windows. There was a 

dim light which was left on all the time. I did not know day from night and I was in distress. I was left 

in the cell for 16 days. During this time, I had about eight more interrogations. I was not allowed to 

speak to a lawyer and I was not informed of my right to silence. I was accused of the same accusations 

and I continued to deny them. 

  

I had my first military court hearing five days after my arrest. It was conducted via video link and I saw 

my mother on the screen. I could not speak to her because they muted the audio and I thought they had 

summoned her for questioning. The judge extended my detention and the hearing was adjourned. 

  

After the hearing I was taken for another interrogation. The interrogator threatened to keep my mother 

in custody if I did not confess. I was so worried that I confessed to weapon possession. When I confessed 

I was asked to sign a document written in Hebrew. When I asked what I was signing on the interrogator 

told me it was my confession. I then signed. 

  

A week after I had I was taken to Ofer prison where they locked me up with informants. They wanted 

me to chat and tell them everything on my mind but I was aware of the possibility that they might be 

informants and I did not tell them anything I had not already told the interrogator. 

  

I had about 15 military court hearings and at the last one, which was on 3 November 2020, I was 

sentenced in a plea bargain to six months in prison and fined NIS 1,000. I was also given a further 10 

months in prison suspended for three years. I accepted the plea bargain because otherwise I was facing 

two years in prison. 

  

At the end of the 16 days in solitary confinement I was transferred to the quarantine section at Megiddo 

prison, inside Israel, where I spent 14 days. Then I was taken to the juvenile section at Megiddo where 

I spent the rest of my prison sentence. In prison I played table tennis, and I helped keep the cell clean 

and tidy. I also attended classes in Arabic, Hebrew and Mathematics. I wanted to prepare myself for my 

final high school exams but the classes were not good enough, they were a joke in terms of the standard. 

  

I did not have any family visits but I was able to call home from a monitored pay phone twice a month.  
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I was unexpectedly released early on 20 December 2020 at Salem checkpoint. My parents were not at 

the checkpoint to take me home because they were not informed of my early release.  I arrived home by 

taxi at around 11:00 p.m.  
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Testimony 10 - October 

 

Name: I.Y.M.J. 

Age: 15 

Date: 8 October 2020 

Location: Al' Arrub, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 8 October 2020, a 15-year-old minor from Al Arrub refugee camp was arrested by Israeli 

soldiers at 3:30 a.m. He reports first being interrogated by an intelligence officer who did not 

inform him of his legal rights.  

 

I woke up at around 3:30 a.m. to the sound of our front door being forcibly opened. My father went to 

see what was going on and before he made it to our front door Israeli soldiers were already inside our 

home. About 10 soldiers entered with many more outside.  

  

The officer in charge entered our house and told my father he had an arrest order for me. He showed my 

father a document with details about my arrest filled out in Hebrew and asked him to sign it and then the 

commander took it. When my father asked for the reason for my arrest they did not respond to his 

question. 

  

The soldiers searched our house. They looked inside kitchen cupboards and wardrobes but did not tell 

us what they were looking for. They remained inside our home for about 30 minutes and then took me 

outside without the chance to goodbye to my family.  

  

Outside our house they tied my hands behind my back with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and 

another connecting the two. The ties were very tight and painful. They also blindfolded me. I was then 

led towards the military watchtower at the entrance to our refugee camp. On the way the soldiers beat 

me with the back of their guns and slapped and punched me. They swore at me and called me "a son of 

a whore" and cursed all the residents of our camp. 

  

When we reached the military watchtower, I was questioned by the area intelligence officer, "Captain 

Karam". He accused me of leading a terrorist group called the “Camp Lions”. I denied the accusation. 

He was aggressive and shouted at me all the time and swore at me and called my mother and sisters 

whores. I swore back at him. Then he signaled to the soldiers to beat me and they did. They pushed me 

to the ground and stepped on me. The intelligence officer did not inform me that I had any legal rights.  

  

They left me on the ground for about 30 minutes and then they took me to a troop carrier and made me 

sit on the metal floor. The soldiers kicked and slapped me and swore at me. One of the female soldiers 

rested her legs on my neck. When I complained to the commander he said something in Hebrew and all 

the soldiers started to laugh. 

  

I was taken to the police station in Etzion settlement. I arrived there at around 5:30 a.m. I was left on the 

ground in an open area until around 11:00 a.m. At around 11:00 a.m. I was strip searched and taken to a 

cell. The soldier who searched me asked me to walk and crouch up and down while I was naked and I 

was embarrassed.   
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They removed my ties and blindfold and I was left in the cell with three other boys for three nights. 

During this time, I was only given chocolate milk. The cell was small, about 3x4 meters and only had 

blankets on the floor.  

  

At around 10:00 a.m. on the third day I was blindfolded, handcuffed, shackled and taken to Ofer for 

interrogation 

  

The interrogator removed the blindfold but kept me shackled and handcuffed. He phoned someone and 

put the telephone on speaker and told me to speak to “the lawyer”. That person told me to say yes to 

everything that the interrogator asks me. He did not introduce himself to me told me to take care and 

that he was going to hang up and that the interrogator would update him on my situation. I was suspicious 

of that person. 

  

The interrogator told me he was going to call a second lawyer for me. He dialed a number and put the 

telephone on speaker phone. The lawyer told me not to confess because a confession was treason. He 

told me to deny everything that the interrogator accused me of and told me not to worry because he was 

there for me. The conversation lasted for about a minute. 

  

Then the interrogator asked me if I wanted to speak with my parents. He called my father and I told him 

where I was. Then the interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent. He told me he wanted to 

interrogate me and said he wanted me to answer him with yes or no. 

  

Then he accused me of throwing a Molotov cocktail, paint and fire crackers at a military jeep. When I 

denied the accusation and I told him I did not do such things he became angry, thumped the table 

aggressively and accused me of lying. Then he told me my friends and a soldier had confessed against 

me. Then he told me if I did not cooperate I would not go home but if I did he would send me home 

immediately.    

  

The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. At the end he showed me a document written in Hebrew 

and asked me to sign them. When I told him I was not going to sign any documents written in a language 

I did not understand he gave me the document in Arabic. I read the document twice and then I signed it. 

  

Then he sent me to see another interrogator. The second interrogator did not call a lawyer for me but he 

told me if I wanted I could remain silent. He told me the most important thing was not to lie to him. He 

also told me I had the right to call my parents. Then he turned the voice recorder on and accused me of 

the same accusations. I denied them all. 

  

The second interrogator questioned me for about 30 minutes and did not ask me to sign any documents. 

Then I waited in a room until around 7:00 p.m. before being taken back to the cell at Etzion. About half 

an hour after arriving at Etzion I was taken back to Ofer. I was strip searched again and told I was going 

to be transferred to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. On arrival at Megiddo I was again strip searched 

before being taken to the quarantine section where I spent 21 days.  

  

My first military court hearing was on the second day after my arrest. It was conducted by video. My 

parents did not attend because they were not informed. The military judge extended my detention. I had 

about eight military court hearings and at the last one, which was on 22 February 2021, I was sentenced 



 

 

Page 46 of 59 

46 

in a plea bargain to eight months in prison and fined NIS 3,000. I was also given a suspended sentence 

of one year suspended for three years. I accepted the plea bargain because they dropped the Molotov 

accusation which I was told would involve 18 months in prison.   

  

After spending three weeks at Megiddo I was transferred to Ofer prison where I spent the rest of my 

prison sentence. My parents visited me once. In prison I exercised and I attended classes in Arabic and 

Mathematics. 

  

I was released from Ofer on 17 March 2021 and I went home with my father, my uncle and his friends. 

I arrived home at around 5:00 p.m.  
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Testimony 11 - November 

 

Name: M.M.M.Q. 

Age: 16 
Date: 29 November 2020 

Location: Al' Arrub, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones / Molotov cocktails 

 

On 29 November 2020, a 16-year-old minor from Al'Arrub refugee camp is arrested by Israeli 

soldiers at 8:00 a.m. He reports being interrogated multiple times without always being informed 

of his full legal rights.   

 

At around 8:00 a.m. I walked my younger sister to school and then stopped by a falafel shop to buy a 

sandwich. There were lots of boys queuing in line and things were quiet. Suddenly two Israeli military 

jeeps drove towards us and the soldiers started to fire tear gas and stun grenades. Everyone scattered in 

all directions and I ran as fast as I could.  

  

A military jeep followed me and hit me causing me to fall to the ground. Luckily, I was not hurt. I got 

up quickly and ran into a nearby house. The woman inside the house showed me the way to the back 

door but I could not open it and I climbed the stairs up to the roof.  

  

A minute later two soldiers and a commander came up to the roof and started to beat me. The commander 

struck me hard with the back of his gun on my jaw which caused me a lot of pain. When I asked him to 

stop he beat me twice more on the same place. I was bleeding from my face. 

  

Then the soldiers dragged me down the stairs and took me outside. A soldier made me take off my T-

shirt and he wiped the blood off my face. He made me stand on the side of the street and lots of people 

who were there saw the blood and tried to intervene to get me released. Many were taking photos and 

videos with their mobile phones. The commander threatened to spray them with tear gas and told them 

to move back.  

  

About 10 minutes later the commander took me to the back of a jeep and told me he could not beat me 

in front of all the people who were taking photos. He told me he was going to "finish me off" inside the 

jeep. He tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie and tightened it very hard. The tie was very 

painful and left marks on my wrists for days. He blindfolded me and covered my mouth and nose with 

a mask and made me sit on the metal floor.  

  

The jeep then drove away and boys and young men pelted it with stones. Each time a stone hit the jeep 

the soldiers kicked and slapped me. They also swore at me and spat on me. I was bleeding heavily and 

asked for tissues but they said they did not have any. 

  

The jeep drove to the gate at the entrance to the refugee camp. The commander removed the blindfold 

and the mask and took a photo of me. My father came and asked the soldiers to release me because I 

was bleeding. The commander made fun of him and told him to take off his trousers.  

  

I was then transferred to another vehicle and taken to the settlement of Karmi Tzur. I was left in an 

outdoor area for a short time and then I was taken to the police station in Etzion settlement. I was left in 

a courtyard for about eight hours and soldiers slapped and kicked me as they passed by. I was tied and 
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blindfolded and I was not given any food or drink. I had to beg the soldiers to allow me to use the toilet. 

At around 4:00 p.m. I was taken for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed the tie and the blindfold and handed me a phone and told me to speak to a 

lawyer. The lawyer told me not to worry and said I had the right to remain silent. I spoke to him for less 

than a minute and the interrogator was standing next to me listening. The interrogator saw that I was 

bleeding but did not say or do anything. 

  

Then, without informing me of my right to silence, the interrogator told me I was suspected of throwing 

a Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I denied the accusation. He told me my friends had already confessed 

against me. He named two friends and told me the incident happened in May and that two soldiers also 

testified against me. He was calm but told me if I continued to be stubborn and deny the accusation he 

was going to lock me up in prison for a long time. He questioned me for about an hour. He did not ask 

me to sign any documents. 

  

After the interrogation I was left outside for about an hour and then I was taken for another interrogation. 

The second interrogator did not call a lawyer for me and did not inform me of my right to silence. He 

was aggressive and thumped the table. He accused me of throwing a Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I 

denied the accusation. Then he said by denying the accusation I am telling him that his soldiers were 

liars.  

  

The interrogator then named two boys and told me they had testified against me. I told him I did not 

know the persons he named. He questioned me for about 10 minutes and at the end he took my 

fingerprints electronically. I asked him why did he take my fingerprints and he told me it was to sign on 

the statement I gave him. I asked him whether it was accurate and he told me it was.  

  

Then I was taken outside where I was examined by a doctor. The doctor asked me whether I was in 

contact with anyone who had Covid-19. The doctor saw that I was bleeding and gave me a questionnaire 

in Arabic with a question about whether I had been beaten by soldiers. I circled that question.  

  

Then I was left outside until around midnight. I was cold and asked a soldier to allow me to go inside. 

He refused. Then another soldier came by and he took me into a kitchen. I sat on the floor and then I 

tried to sleep but I could not. I was tied and blindfolded and I was left in the kitchen for about three 

hours. At around 3:00 a.m. I was taken to Hadassah hospital. 

  

I arrived in the emergency room at the hospital at around 4:00 a.m. I was given a pain killer and they 

took an X-Ray of my jaw but no one told me anything. Then a nurse, who spoke Arabic, asked me for 

my father’s number. She told me they needed to call him and ask him to come to the hospital to sign a 

document authorizing them to operate on me. I was shocked when I heard I was going to have surgery.  

  

I was then taken to a room with another patient who spoke Arabic. He told me he heard the doctors say 

I had five fractures in my jaw. By this time my jaw was swollen and I was in severe pain. I was tied to 

the bed and one of the soldiers who beat me when I was arrested was in the hospital room guarding me.   

  

When my father came to the hospital the guard did not allow him to come into my room. My father saw 

me in bed and was very upset. I was given a drip in my arm and only then did they remove the tie to the 

bed and tied my two hands to the front. Then they told me I had to fast before they could operate on me. 
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I did not have the surgery for another four days. During this time a lawyer visited me. He told me I had 

had a military court hearing which he attended.  

  

On the fourth day they operated on me. I was told the doctors had to hold my jaw in place with platinum 

implants. Twelve hours after the surgery I was taken to the quarantine section at Megiddo prison, inside 

Israel, where I was left in a room by myself for three days. There were cameras in the room and in the 

bathroom. I could not go to the toilet without being filmed. During this time they gave me special liquid 

food because I could not chew.  

  

Then I was transferred to another room with other detainees I was left there for 18 days. During this 

time, I was taken twice to the hospital for a checkup. The trip to the hospital was exhausting and took 

four hours each way. I also had three military court hearings via video link. The hearings took five 

minutes and I did not understand what went on. My father attended the hearings. 

  

Later I was taken to Ofer prison. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched before being taken to section 13. 

I had five more military court hearings. At the last one, which was on 24 December 2020, the military 

judge asked me if I was going to throw stones ever again. I told him I was a good student and I wanted 

to study and get a high average.   

  

I had a second hearing on the same day which I did not attend. My lawyer told me the judge decided to 

release me on bail. He told me my father had to pay NIS 3,000 in bail. He also told me I had another 

court hearing on 6 January 2021 which I had to attend.  

  

I was released at Al Jib checkpoint on 25 December 2020 but my parents were told to wait for me at 

Ofer. I saw a taxi driver and I asked him to use his telephone to call my father. My parents arrived and 

we got home at around 1:00 p.m. I can now eat and talk but my jaw still hurts and I sometimes feel 

numbness. My doctor in Hebron tells me we have to wait and see what kind of treatment I will need.  
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Testimony 12 - December 

 

Name: S.Z.S.A. 
Age: 14 

Date: 16 December 2020 

Location: Beit Ummar, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones  

 

On 16 December 2020, a 14-year-old minor from Beit Ummar was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 

3:00 a.m. He reports being interrogated multiple times without always being informed of his legal 

rights and being held in solitary confinement.   

 

I woke up to the sound of Israeli soldiers raiding our neighbour’s house at around 3:00 a.m. Shortly 

afterwards the soldiers came to our house. My father opened the door before the soldiers broke it down 

and about 20 soldiers entered our home.  

  

The soldiers asked to see my father’s identity card then took him to the living room by himself where 

the commander talked to him for about 15 minutes. Then my father came out and told me and my brother 

to get dressed because we were both going to be arrested. My father told us they wanted to question us 

about throwing stones. The commander did not give my parents any documents. 

  

Then a soldier tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie and tightened it very hard. My hands swelled 

and turned blue and I was in severe pain. He also blindfolded me. Then I was taken to the back of a 

military troop carrier. I wanted to sit on a seat but a soldier lifted me up and threw me on the metal floor. 

  

The troop carrier drove to the police station in Etzion settlement. When we arrived I was given a quick 

medical examination. Then I was taken to a room with lots of soldiers and I was left there until around 

8:00 a.m. At around 8:00 a.m. soldiers took me out and made me walk for about two hours inside the 

police station while I was tied and blindfolded. At around 10:00 a.m. I was taken for interrogation.  

  

The interrogator removed the blindfold but kept me tied. Then he advised me to talk and cooperate with 

him so we could finish early and go home. He told me he was going to call my father to pick me and my 

brother up if we cooperated nicely with him.  

  

The interrogator then he phoned a lawyer for me. The lawyer told me if I had done anything wrong I 

should talk about it but if I had done nothing wrong he advised me not to speak. The interrogator left the 

room during my conversation with the lawyer which lasted less than a minute.  

  

Then the interrogator wanted me to confess to throwing stones, “even one stone” would be enough he 

said and told me to say I was sorry. He said if I did that he was going to send me home immediately. I 

told him I did not throw any stones and did not go to areas where soldiers were present. 

  

At the beginning the interrogator was calm but then he became aggressive. He pulled my ear and slapped 

me on the face. He questioned me for about one-and-a-half hours. He had a camera in the room. At my 

hearing the lawyer used the tape to show the military judge how I was beaten during the interrogation. 

The interrogator told me he was going to revoke my father’s work permit if I did not confess and that 

too was recorded and shown to the judge.  
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At the end of the interrogation the interrogator phoned my father and told him to come to the police 

station to pick me up. My father later told me he waited at the police station from around 9:30 a.m. until 

around 3:30 p.m. and then he was told to go home without me. During this time the interrogator told me 

my father had sent me a message urging me to confess and to finish quickly in order to go home with 

him.  

  

The interrogator swore at me when I continued deny the accusation. When I swore back at him he 

grabbed me, pulled my hands behind my back and tied my hands to the chair I was sitting on. Then he 

pulled out a baton and beat me with it including on my head. Then he told me my brother had confessed 

and that I was wasting his time and urged me to confess like my brother.  

  

Then he took me to the room where my brother was held. I thought my brother had confessed to 

something very serious but it turned out he had only confessed to throwing one stone. Then he took me 

back to the interrogation room and told me my brother had confessed to throwing a Molotov cocktail 

and stones. At that point I confessed to throwing three stones at soldiers during one demonstration and 

another stone which missed during another demonstration.  

  

After I had confessed the interrogator showed me a document written in both Hebrew and Arabic and 

asked me to sign it. I read it and then I signed. Then he took me to another room where he took my 

fingerprints and a photographed me. Then the interrogator told me to go and wash my hands before he 

took me to the room where my brother was. We were left together for a short time and then the soldiers 

took my brother out and I was left in the room by myself for another day.  

  

During this time, I was not given any food or drink and I was taken from one room to another as well as 

being walked for a long time while I was tied and blindfolded. The soldiers were laughing and making 

fun of me and swearing at me calling me. At night I was taken to the settlement of Karmi Zur for a short 

time and then I was taken to Al Mascobiyeh for another interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed the blindfold and handed me a phone to speak to a lawyer. Then, without 

informing me of my right to silence, the interrogator repeated the accusations. I told him I had already 

confessed and that my statement was recorded and I had nothing to add. He questioned me for a short 

time and then gave me a blanket and took me to a room and told me I had a military court hearing the 

following day.  

  

The next morning, I had a military court hearing via video link. My parents did not attend because they 

were not informed. My detention was extended and the hearing was adjourned.  

  

I spent 37 days at Al Mascobiyeh, seven days of which I spent in a small cell underground by myself. 

The cell did not have any windows and I could not tell day from night. It had a bed made out of concrete. 

Time passed very slowly and I was in distress not knowing what was going to happen to me next. During 

those seven days I was interrogated daily. I did not speak to any lawyers and I was not informed of my 

right to silence. The interrogator wanted me to confess that my father possessed weapons. I did not 

confess and I was not given any documents to sign. 

  

One day I was taken for interrogation and I was taken into room Number 4. The interrogator had a thick 

stick by the cupboard. When he was upset with me because I did not confess he picked the stick up, 
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asked me how long I preferred it, then stuck it in my behind over my trousers and pushed me on the 

chair. I sat on the stick which caused bleeding and I was in severe pain. This lasted for weeks and I was 

too embarrassed to see a doctor when I was released. 

  

I spent the seven days in the cell by myself and then I was taken to another cell with informants for 

another seven days. One of them tried to get some confessions out of me. He told me he had blown up 

a bus and was serving seven life sentences. He did this to make me feel comfortable talking to him but 

I did not say anything.  

  

Then they brought in another person who confessed he was an informant. He told me I had to confess 

otherwise he was going to kill me. When I told him I was not going to confess he started to beat me very 

hard. The other informant was watching but did not interfere.  

  

Then they took me to another room with three people. One of them asked me if I wanted to confess and 

when I said no two of them started to beat me and the third was watching. They made me lie down on 

the floor and they beat me all over my body. Then the person who was watching told me the other two 

were bad people and claimed he was a member of Fateh and wanted me to tell him everything. When I 

told him I had nothing to say he told one of the other two people to prepare the taser. 

  

Then they took me to another room and one of them pulled out a taser, turned it on and hit me with it 

twice in my stomach. I was shaking and started to vomit and some blood came out. I was terrified and 

thought I was going to die. Then I was taken back into another cell and other detainees helped me get 

into bed and brought me some tea to drink. 

  

I had nine military court hearings and at the last one, which was on 20 January 2021, I was sentenced in 

a plea bargain to one-and-a-half months in prison and fined NIS 1,500. I was also given a suspended 

sentence of three months suspended for one year. I accepted the plea bargain and I was supposed to be 

released after court but a social worker who had interviewed me in prison objected to the plea bargain 

and told the judge I deserved a harsher sentence.  

  

After spending 37 days at Al Mascobiyeh I was transferred to Ofer prison. At Ofer I was strip searched 

before being taken to section 13. The following day I was having a shower and someone told me to get 

ready because I was going to be released. I was released at Ofer on 24 January 2021 and I went home 

with a taxi driver. I was very happy to be home but I am still in pain.  
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ANNEXURE B 

STANDARD ARREST DOCUMENT 
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ANNEXURE C 

GSS (ISA) RIGHTS IN CUSTODY DOCUMENT (ARABIC) 

PROVIDED IN SOME INTERROGATIONS 
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TRANSLATION 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

State of Israel 

General Security Service 

Document for Detained Person 

You are now being interrogated by the General Security Service which the Israeli Police will take part in, 

and you are suspected of committing offences as mentioned in the arrest warrant. 

Following is a list of the rights that you have and also the restrictions which those conducting the 

interrogation and those responsible at the detention centre have the right to impose on you. 

First: Legal rights 

1. To inform someone of your choice of your arrest. 

2. You have the right to consult with a lawyer of your choice. 

3. You have the right, at any time and in accordance with the applicable law, to submit any request 

or complaint to the court regarding your arrest, either personally or through the lawyer you 

appoint.  

4. You are not obliged, during the interrogation, to make any statements that might convict you, 

but abstaining from answering questions may re-enforce evidence against you. 

Second: Rights pertaining to your prison conditions 

1. You have the right to have a shower once a day, but the person conducting the interrogation, 

under certain circumstances, has the right to delay granting you this right for no more than 

three days. 

2. You have the right to receive clothes. 

3. You have the right to receive blankets for your personal use. 

4. You have the right to appropriate medical treatment following your examination by a doctor. 

Third: Obligations and restrictions 

1. In accordance with the law, it is possible not to grant you a meeting with the lawyer you 

appoint, for reasons provided for in the law. 

2. In this case, your detention will be extended by the court, without being able to see your lawyer, 

keeping in mind the lawyer can submit a complaint on your behalf. 

3. We warn you, in accordance with the law, not to deliberately obstruct the interrogation as 

obstructing the interrogation – or attempting to do so – is considered an offence. 

4. You are obliged to keep your cell clean and to take good care of the items you received. 

5. Should you fail to implement the duties concerning good conduct in detention, disciplinary 

actions will be taken against you to impose order in accordance with the law. 
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ANNEXURE D 

UK LAWYERS’ DELEGATION 

STATEMENT – 16 FEBRUARY 2016 

In June 2012 the report Children in Military Custody was published. It concluded that Israel was in 

breach of at least four Articles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and at least 

two Articles of the Geneva Conventions. The report made 40 recommendations for improvement of the 

Israeli military law system’s treatment of Palestinian children. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

(FCO) funded the report which was produced by a group of independent lawyers that included the former 

Attorney General, Baroness Scotland QC and retired Court of Appeal Judge, Sir Stephen Sedley.  

Following the launch of the report, the Israeli Embassy in London issued a press release in which, their 

spokesman, Mr Amir Ofek, said:  

‘A wide range of senior Israeli officials met with the delegation and openly shared Israel’s dilemmas on 

these issues. Israel, as an open society, has an ongoing dialogue with civil society representatives in 

Israel and from the international community, including the UK. Israel notes the detailed 

recommendations in the report and will study them closely as part of its ongoing efforts to find the most 

appropriate balance between preventing violence and treating perpetrators with humanity’. 

Since this statement, officials from the FCO and the lawyers themselves have sought to raise the progress 

of the report’s recommendations with Israeli officials. In August 2014, the FCO and delegation 

coordinated a return trip to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory to discuss the report’s 

recommendations. The trip had to be postponed with officials citing the current war in Gaza as the 

reason. On 6 January 2016, Under Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Tobias 

Ellwood MP announced during an adjournment debate in the House of Commons,  

"We will continue to make this issue a focus of our engagement with Israel, and we plan to fund a follow-

up visit by the delegation in February 2016 to report on further progress."  

With some members of the original delegation unavailable for the trip, additional members joined the 

group. Lord Falconer (former Lord Chancellor), Sir Mark Hedley (former High Court Judge of the 

Family Division), Sir Keir Starmer QC MP (former Director of Public Prosecutions), Paul Storey QC 

(Children Law Barrister and Deputy High Court Judge), Martha Cover (Children Law Barrister and 

Association of Lawyers for Children) all offered their time pro bono to meet with Israeli officials to 

discuss moving the report’s recommendations forward.  

The return visit had received the full cooperation of international, Palestinian and Israeli NGOs however 

in early February 2016, the delegation learned that the Israeli government was unwilling to engage with 

the lawyers and as a result the trip has been cancelled.  

The delegation will do a brief updating report on the 40 recommendations and would  

welcome the opportunity to meet with Israeli officials in the future.  

16
 
February 2016  

 

https://embassies.gov.il/london/NewsAndEvents/press-release/Pages/Israeli-Response-to-British-lawyers’-report-on-Minors-in-Custody.aspx
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End Notes 

 
1 Assumes an annual detention rate of 500-1,000 children each year since January 2015 and applies an average annual 

transfer rate of 57 percent provided by the Israeli Prison Service (IPS) for the period January 2015 to June 2021. 

 
2 The UN estimates that between June 1967 and January 2008, 700,000 Palestinian adults and children were 

"imprisoned". Assuming a constant rate of detention between June 1967 and January 2008 (40.5 years), this estimate 

suggests an annual average of 17,284 detentions. Since January 2008, detention rates for adults and children have been 

trending downwards – assuming an annual decline of 50 percent in detention rates since January 2008, this would 

suggest an additional 116,667 detentions during the intervening 13.5 years up to June 2021 – giving a total estimate of 

816,667 detentions between June 1967 and June 2021. (See: UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 

the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Professor John Dugard, Human Rights Situation in Palestine and Other 

Occupied Arab Territories, 21 January 2008, A/HRC/7/17, paragraph 45). 

 
3 Based on data provided by the IPS, approximately 4 percent of detainees held in IPS facilities are children.  

 
4 In relation to indictments in the military courts, 3 data points are available. According to references cited in the IDF 

Law Review, Vol. 18 (2005), pages 299-300, in the 8 years between 1993 and 2000, 124,000 "prosecutions" were 

conducted in the military courts, with an annual average of 15,500. According to the Annual Activity Report of the 

Military Courts, between 2008 and 2013, an average of 8,343 "indictments" were filed each year. According to 

information received under a Freedom of Information application, in 2017 there were 10,454 “indictments” in the 

military courts (https://is.gd/PNYp44). Taking the average of these 3 data points (11,432 indictments per annum) 

suggests a total number of indictments in the military courts during the 54 years since June 1967 as 617,328. In the case 

of children, the military authorities have released data indicating that between 2013 and 2015, there was an average of 

501 indictments each year. Assuming a constant rate for 54 years, this would total 27,054 children indicted since June 

1967. This figure does not include children arrested and released without being indicted, or children detained for up to 

6 hours without being arrested, as permitted under Israeli military law.  

 
5 See for example: UN Secretary General's Annual Report on Children and Armed Conflict (April 2016); UNICEF, 

Children in Israeli Military Detention: Observations and Recommendations (February 2013); US State Department, 

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2016 - Israel and The Occupied Territories; and Children in Military 

Custody: A report written by a delegation of British lawyers on the treatment of Palestinian children under Israeli 

military law (June 2012).  

 
6 The report found that Israel’s military child detention system violates at least 6 articles under the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child: 

(i)      Article 2 – discrimination; 

(ii)     Article 3 – best interests; 

(iii)    Article 37(b) – premature resort to detention; 

(iv)    Article 37(c) – non-separation from adults; 

(v)     Article 37(d) – prompt access to lawyers;  

(vi)    Article 40 – use of shackles. 

The report also found that Israel will be in breach of the prohibition on cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment in Article 

37(a) of the Convention if multiple reports of ill-treatment are, to a significant extent, correct.  

 

The report also found violations of 2 articles under the Fourth Geneva Convention: 

  

(i)      Article 65 - Failure to translate all military orders from Hebrew to Arabic; 

(ii)     Article 76 - Transportation of child prisoners out of the West Bank to prisons inside Israel. 

 
7 See Military Orders Nos. 1685, 1711, 1726 and 1798. Available at: https://is.gd/f4Ue7v  

 
8 B'Tselem - https://is.gd/4grlC0   

 
9 The Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) has filed a number of Freedom of Information applications with the 

police and military for arrest data in the West Bank for 2016, 2017 and 2018. ACRI has received a response from the 

police for the 3-year period but only received a response from the military for 2016. From the data so far supplied it is 

not possible to ascertain with precision the total number of Palestinian children detained by Israeli authorities in the 

West Bank during this 3-year period. MCW and ACRI are currently working on means to obtain accurate arrest data. 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
https://is.gd/PNYp44
https://is.gd/f4Ue7v
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In January 2020, Hamoked applied for detention/arrest data from the relevant authorities under a Freedom of 

Information application.  

 
10 Data for 2013 was provided by Israel’s then military prosecutor in the West Bank, Lt.-Col. Maurice Hirsch, at Ofer 

Military Court on 26 February 2014 and to UNICEF prior to February 2015. This is the most comprehensive data 

available and includes short term detentions (up to 6 hours), arrests and indictments. It is not clear whether this data also 

includes arrests conducted by the Israeli Boarder Police in the West Bank. 

 
11 This figure was obtained under a Freedom of Information application filed by ACRI and includes children arrested 

by both the Israeli military and police in the West Bank. 

 
12 Supra note 11. 

 
13 Suspended sentences were suspended on average for 3 years.  

 
14 IPS data up to and including June 2021. 

 
15 The military 's standard operating procedures for the use of hand ties introduced in 2010 provide as follows: 1) Hands 

should be tied in front unless security considerations require tying from behind; 2) Three plastic ties should be used, 

one around each wrist with one connecting the two; 3) There should be a finger space between the ties and each wrist; 

4) The restraints should avoid causing suffering as much as possible; and 5) The officer in charge is responsible for 

ensuring compliance with these procedures.  

 
16 Yisascharov v The Head Military Prosecutor (2006) 

 
17 According to data obtained under a freedom of information application, 72 percent of children indicted in the military 

courts in 2015 were denied bail and remanded in custody until the end of proceedings. This compares with 71 percent 

of children denied bail in 2014. By way of contrast, 17.9 percent of children indicted in Israel's civilian juvenile justice 

system were denied bail in 2015. MCW has been unable to obtain accurate official data for 2016, 2017, 2018 or 2019. 

 
18 Supra note 5. 

 
19 The Guardian: Senior figures attack 'obstruction' of ICC's Palestine investigation, 31 May 2021. 

 
20 Supra note 6. 

 
21 The recommendation that children in detention be separated from adults (subject to their best interests) 

(recommendation No. 33) has been substantially implemented.  

 
22 Supra note 1. 

 
23 Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) 

 
24 In September 2011, Military Order 1676 came into effect requiring that all children below the age of 18 be tried before 

a military juvenile judge. However, provisions relating to arrest, detention, interrogation and sentencing for adults still 

apply to youths aged 16 and 17. 

 
25 Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 9J. 

 
26 Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 9H. A parent is allowed to be present at all 

times in circumstances where the child has not been formally arrested but may not intervene in the interrogation process. 

Exceptions include: Parents do not present themselves within a reasonable time; waiting for a parent would harm the 

investigation, the child, or a third party; parents cannot be located after a reasonable attempt; and a parent can be 

removed from the interrogation if he/she threatens the child or disrupts the interrogation. Reasons why a parent is not 

present must be documented in writing by an authorized officer. 

 
27  This time period can be extended by 12 hours for urgent investigation needs. 

 
28  This time period remains the same following the introduction of Military Order 1798 (April 2018) but extension 

periods will be reduced from 24 to 12 hours in non-security cases. 

 
29  This time period can be extended by 12 hours for urgent investigation needs. 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fefvg6U0GLa931029AaCtJu925We
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/31/senior-figures-attack-obstruction-of-iccs-palestine-investigation?fbclid=IwAR24V03WoRc8V7rQ3-Wnp0i9tFPTL0Ab7jMlIkXM0vpg9NWp8qnTv8ltlEI
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30  This time period remains the same following the introduction of Military Order 1798 (April 2018) but extension 

periods will be reduced from 48 to 24 hours in non-security cases. 

 
31  This time period was reduced from 96 hours to 72 hours in security cases following the introduction of Military 

Order 1798 (April 2018). Extension periods have also been reduced from 96 hours to 72 hours. 

 
32 Criminal Procedures (Powers of Enforcement-Arrests) Law (1996) – Section 34 (criminal offences). In the case of 

security offences, the time period is 21 days - Section 35. 

 
33 Military Order 1651 – Article 56(e) (criminal offences). In the case of security offences, the time period is 60 days 

- Articles 58 and 59. 

 
34 This period can be extended by 10 days up to a maximum of 20 days by a judge. This period can be further extended 

up to a maximum of 40 days by the Attorney General. This period can be further extended by 45 days at a time by the 

Supreme Court. 

 
35 This period can be extended by 10 days up to a maximum of 40 days by a military judge. The Military Appeals Court 

can further extend this period by 45 days at a time in security cases. Military Order 1798 (April 2018) reduced this last 

time period down from 90 days. 

 
36 Military Order 1798 (April 2018) reduced this time period down from 12 months, to 6 months for non-security 

offences and 9 months for security offences. 

 


